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Thesis (M.A.) from the year 2008 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of
Frankfurt (Main) (IEAS), 135 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: “The past is never
dead. It is not even past” (Faulkner 1976: 81), the lawyer Gavin Stevens unforgivingly says to Temple Drake
in William Faulkner’s Requiem for a Nun during the trial against her maid Nancy, who is accused of killing
Temple’s child. Temple has told him, “Temple Drake is dead” (ibid. 80) to emphasize her allegedly changed
and improved self and to express her determination not to take any responsibility for her actions in the past.
She wants to put everything that has happened behind her and open a new chapter in her life. Stevens can
neither accept nor understand such an attitude. For him, Temple’s plan to entirely leave the past behind is
futile and impossible to ever become reality. Nothing is ever forgotten or overcome, and the past will
influence and haunt anybody trying to escape. The past not only won’t but can’t be subdued.
The ever-reappearing topic of the past overshadowing the presence and determining the future is a Southern
subject par excellence. A persistent urge to look back and an almost loathing attitude toward progress and the
modern way of life and fast-paced society are omnipresent in Southern culture, literature, and life. Author
Allan Gurganus says about his childhood and youth in North Carolina in the 1950s that it was like growing
up in the nineteenth century. The South’s past is in its present almost to the point of complete denial of the
latter (see Grant 105f.).
The Civil War and the Reconstruction Era left the South economically and culturally isolated. But the War
Between the States only finished what had started much earlier. The Southern claim to a special position, its
feeling of moral and cultural superiority and distinctiveness, and its chosen isolation have its roots as early as
in the beginning 18th century. These feelings and the need to cultivate and preserve a certain type of
community and individual perceived as being superior only recurred even stronger after the shameful defeat
the South suffered. The gap between the North and the South deepened tremendously, and soon the extreme
isolation and seclusion became both voluntary and involuntary. The downfall and the exploitation during the
era of Reconstruction left a scar that has been hurting until this present day.
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From reader reviews:

Sherrie Shannon:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Writing
against the odds - the South's cultural and literary struggle against progress and modernity? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Roger Cooper:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Writing against the odds -
the South's cultural and literary struggle against progress and modernity is kind of reserve which is giving
the reader erratic experience.

James Chapman:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that
really opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Writing against the odds - the South's
cultural and literary struggle against progress and modernity, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys.
What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Victoria Austin:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Writing against the odds - the South's cultural and
literary struggle against progress and modernity or perhaps others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In
different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Writing against the odds - the South's cultural and
literary struggle against progress and modernity to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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