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If you look out of your window in a clear dawn on the French Riviera you may, if you are fortunate, see, far
away to the south, a faint mountain range hanging on the sea, and if you do see it, it is a sight so beautiful
that you will never forget it. The mountain range belongs to Corsica, and under its shadow was born the most
wonderful man the world has ever seen—Napoleon. In the year 1769 two babies were born in widely distant
places, both destined to spend the best years of their lives in a life and death struggle with each other. The
birthday of Arthur Wellesley, afterwards Duke of Wellington, was on May 1, and his home was an Irish
castle; while Napoleon Buonaparte saw the light in a small house in the little town of Ajaccio, in Corsica.
Napoleon’s ancestors came over from Tuscany early in the sixteenth century, and found in the island a large
number of colonists like themselves, some Italian and some Greek, but all of them seeking refuge from the
foreign armies which for fifty years had been trying to parcel out Italy among themselves. Though distant
only a few hours' sail from its coasts, the inhabitants of the island were as different from those of the
mainland as if the whole world lay between them. In Italy men were lazy, yet impulsive, lovers of beauty, of
art, of literature, and of luxury; in Corsica they were gloomy, silent, watchful, living hardly, careless of
everything which had not to do with their daily lives. Their hatreds were not only deep and strong, but
lasting. As in old Rome, it was the rule that he 'who slew the slayer' should himself be slain, and these blood
feuds never died out. No wonder that a traveller was struck with the sight of nearly the whole population
wearing mourning. Almost everyone was related to the rest, and in almost every family one of its members
had recently fallen a victim to avendetta—what we call a 'blood feud.' Periods of mourning were long, too,
often lasting for ten years, sometimes for life. So the country was dismal to look at, with the high bare
mountains shadowing all. While in Italy things moved fast, and new customs seemed best, in Corsica they
seldom altered. The father was in some ways as absolute over his wife and children as in ancient Rome. He
gave his orders and they were obeyed, no matter how hard they might be or how much disliked. His wife was
not expected or wished to be a companion to her husband or a teacher to her children. Even if a lady by birth,
like the mother of Napoleon, she worked as hard as any servant, for there was little money in Corsica, and
people cultivated their ground so that they might have produce to exchange with their neighbours—olive oil
for wine, chestnuts for corn, fish for garments woven by the women, from the hair of the mountain sheep or
goats.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Farmer:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Book of Princes and Princesses.

William Troutt:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Book of Princes and
Princesses? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
other opinion?

Christopher Bohner:

The experience that you get from The Book of Princes and Princesses may be the more deep you searching
the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but The Book of Princes and Princesses giving you joy feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author
of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this particular The Book of Princes and Princesses instantly.

Sally Canady:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled The Book of Princes and Princesses can be very good book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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