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Situates Lacan’s theory of the subject within contemporary philosophical debates over freedom and agency.

In Signifiers and Acts, Ed Pluth examines Lacan’s views on language and sexuality to argue that Lacan’s
theory of the subject is best read as a theory of freedom and agency—a theory that is especially compelling
precisely because of its structuralist and seemingly antihumanist framework. Presenting new aspects of
Lacan’s work and commenting extensively on the important yet unpublished seminars that still make up the
majority of his contribution to contemporary thought, the book aims to make a Lacanian intervention into
contemporary theory. In addition to Saussure, Sartre, Derrida, Lacoue-Labarthe, and Nancy, Pluth discusses
works in political theory and identity theory by Alain Badiou, Judith Butler, and Slavoj Zðizûek.

“Pluth reviews Lacan’s definitions of the trace, the sign, and the signifier, and provides formulations of
metaphor and metonymy that nicely underscore the gap between signifier and signified.” — Philosophy in
Review

“This highly original volume will leave an indelible mark on the rapidly developing field of Lacanian
studies. Pluth has an excellent knowledge of both published and unpublished Lacanian sources, and he
manages to integrate Lacanian theory and current philosophical thinking without sacrificing discursive
clarity and scholarly rigor. Apart from demonstrating the ongoing relevance of Lacan’s work for a wide
variety of topical debates, Pluth also succeeds in showing how influential philosophical paradigms such as
those formulated by Deleuze, Badiou, Nancy, and Zðizûek cannot be understood without reference to
Lacan.” — Dany Nobus, author of Jacques Lacan and the Freudian Practice of Psychoanalysis

Ed Pluth is Associate Professor of Philosophy at California State University, Chico.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Clute:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Signifiers and Acts:
Freedom in Lacan's Theory of the Subject (SUNY series, Insinuations: Philosophy, Psychoanalysis,
Literature) suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled
Signifiers and Acts: Freedom in Lacan's Theory of the Subject (SUNY series, Insinuations: Philosophy,
Psychoanalysis, Literature)is the main of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily
to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Ginger Beals:

The book Signifiers and Acts: Freedom in Lacan's Theory of the Subject (SUNY series, Insinuations:
Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this
book very suitable to you. The book Signifiers and Acts: Freedom in Lacan's Theory of the Subject (SUNY
series, Insinuations: Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature) is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Dan Villanueva:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
publication. The book Signifiers and Acts: Freedom in Lacan's Theory of the Subject (SUNY series,
Insinuations: Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature) it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out
of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Robert Clark:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you



have read is usually Signifiers and Acts: Freedom in Lacan's Theory of the Subject (SUNY series,
Insinuations: Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature).
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