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Will Mormonism be the next world faith, one that will rival Catholicism, Islam, and other major religionsin
terms of numbers and global appea ? This was the question Rodney Stark addressed in his much-discussed
and much-debated article, "The Rise of a New World Faith" (1984), one of several essays on Mormonism
included in this new collection. Examining the religion's growing appeal, Rodney Stark concluded that
Mormons could number 267 million members by 2080. In what would become known as "the Stark
argument,” Stark suggested that the Mormon Church offered contemporary sociologists and historians of
religion an opportunity to observe arare event: the birth of a new world religion.

In the years following that article, Stark has become one of the foremost scholars of Mormonism and the
sociology of religion. This new work, the first to collect hisinfluential writings on the Mormon Church,
includes previously published essays, revised and rewritten for this volume. His work sheds light on both the
growth of Mormonism and on how and why certain religions continue to grow while others fade away.

Stark examines the reasons behind the spread of Mormonism, exploring such factors as cultural continuity
with the faiths from which it seeks converts, a volunteer missionary force, and birth rates. He explainswhy a
demanding faith like Mormonism has such broad appeal in today's world and considers the importance of
social networks in finding new converts. Stark's work also presents groundbreaking perspectives on larger
issuesin the study of religion, including the nature of revelation and the reasons for religious growth in an
age of modernization and secularization.
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From reader reviews:
L ouis Jackson:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Rise of Mormonism. Y ou can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Aslong as we know about how is important the book The Rise of
Mormonism. Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely
right, smply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open abook or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel weary
to go to thelibrary. Let's examine.

Donna Barragan:

Here thing why this The Rise of Mormonism are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful asfood or not.
The Rise of Mormonism giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Rise of Mormonism. It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Rise of Mormonism in e-book
can be your alternate.

Martha Holt:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Rise of Mormonism can be good book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mar sha Bridges:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. The Rise of Mormonism can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have
those short free time problems.
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