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For three decades, no American filmmaker has been as prolific -- or as paradoxical -- as Woody Allen. From
Play It Again, Sam (1972) through Celebrity (1998) and Sweet and Lowdown (1999), Allen has produced an
average of one film a year, yet in many of these films Allen reveals a progressively skeptical attitude toward
both the value of art and the cultural contributions of artists.

In examining Allen's filmmaking career, The Reluctant Film Art of Woody Allen demonstrates that his
movies often question whether the projected illusions of magicians/artists benefit audience or artists. Other
Allen films dramatize the opposed conviction that the consoling, life-redeeming illusions of art are the best
solution humanity has devised to the existential dilemma of being a death-foreseeing animal. Peter Bailey
demonstrates how Allen's films repeatedly revisit and reconfigure this tension between image and reality, art
and life, fabrication and factuality, with each film reaching provisional resolutions that a subsequent movie
will revise.

Merging criticism and biography, Bailey identifies Allen's ambivalent views of the artistic enterprise as a key
to understanding his entire filmmaking career. Because of its focus upon filmmaker Sandy Bates's conflict
between entertaining audiences and confronting them with bleak human actualities, Stardust Memories is a
central focus of the book. Bailey's examination of Allen's art/life dialectic also draws from the off screen
drama of Allen's very public separation from Mia Farrow, and the book accordingly construes such post-
scandal films as Bullets Over Broadway and Mighty Aphrodite as Allen's oblique cinematic responses to that
tabloid tempest.

By illuminating the thematic conflict at the heart of Allen's work, Bailey seeks not only to clarify the
aesthetic designs of individual Allen films but to demonstrate how his oeuvre enacts an ongoing debate the
screenwriter/director has been conducting with himself between creating cinematic narratives affirming the
saving powers of the human imagination and making films acknowledging the irresolvably dark truths of the
human condition.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Peters:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Reluctant Film Art of Woody Allen. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book The
Reluctant Film Art of Woody Allen. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we could open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Carrie Mathis:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Reluctant Film Art of Woody
Allen book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Louis Cline:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to
fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Reluctant Film Art of Woody Allen
can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Dianne Roy:

Often the book The Reluctant Film Art of Woody Allen has a lot associated with on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes
some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading
this article book.
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