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The most significant conquest of the twentieth century may well have been the triumph of American
consumer society over Europe's bourgeois civilization. It is this little-understood but world-shaking
campaign that unfolds in Irresistible Empire, Victoria de Grazia's brilliant account of how the American
standard of living defeated the European way of life and achieved the global cultural hegemony that is both
its great strength and its key weakness today.

De Grazia describes how, as America's market empire advanced with confidence through Europe, spreading
consumer-oriented capitalism, all alternative strategies fell before it--first the bourgeois lifestyle, then the
Third Reich's command consumption, and finally the grand experiment of Soviet-style socialist planning.
Tracing the peculiar alliance that arrayed New World salesmanship, statecraft, and standardized goods
against the Old World's values of status, craft, and good taste, Victoria de Grazia follows the United States'
market-driven imperialism through a vivid series of cross-Atlantic incursions by the great inventions of
American consumer society. We see Rotarians from Duluth in the company of the high bourgeoisie of
Dresden; working-class spectators in ramshackle French theaters conversing with Garbo and Bogart;
Stetson-hatted entrepreneurs from Kansas in the midst of fussy Milanese shoppers; and, against the backdrop
of Rome's Spanish Steps and Paris's Opera Comique, Fast Food in a showdown with advocates for Slow
Food. Demonstrating the intricacies of America's advance, de Grazia offers an intimate and historical
dimension to debates over America's exercise of soft power and the process known as Americanization. She
raises provocative questions about the quality of the good life, democracy, and peace that issue from the
vaunted victory of mass consumer culture.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Thomas:

This book untitled Irresistible Empire: America's Advance Through Twentieth-Century Europe to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Jessica Keith:

Exactly why? Because this Irresistible Empire: America's Advance Through Twentieth-Century Europe is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Estelle Hicks:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is usually Irresistible Empire: America's Advance
Through Twentieth-Century Europe. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Anne Braden:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by
searching from it. It is named of book Irresistible Empire: America's Advance Through Twentieth-Century
Europe. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you
from one location to other place.
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