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This book introduces students to Christian mysticism and modern critical responses to it. Christianity has a
rich tradition of mystical theology that first emerged in the writings of the early church fathers, and
flourished during the Middle Ages. Today Christian mysticism is increasingly recognised as an important
Christian heritage relevant to today's spiritual seekers.

The book sets out to provide students and other interested readers with access to the main theoretical
approaches to Christian mysticism – including those propounded by William James, Steven Katz, Bernard
McGinn, Michael Sells, Denys Turner and Caroline Walker-Bynum. It also explores postmodern re-readings
of Christian mysticism by authors such as Jacques Derrida, Jean-Luc Marion and Jean-François Lyotard. The
book first introduces students to the main themes that underpin Christian mysticism. It then reflects on how
modern critics have understood each of them, demonstrating that stark delineation between the different
theoretical approaches eventually collapses under the weight of the complex interaction between experience
and knowledge that lies at the heart of Christian mysticism. In doing so, the book presents a deliberate
challenge to a strictly perennialist reading of Christian mysticism.

Anyone even remotely familiar with Christian mysticism will know that renewed interest in Christian
mystical writers has created a huge array of scholarship with which students of mysticism need to familiarise
themselves. This book outlines the various modern theoretical approaches in a manner easily accessible to a
reader with little or no previous knowledge of this area, and offers a philosophical/theological introduction to
Christian mystical writers beyond the patristic period important for the Latin Western Tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Gertrude Call:

Typically the book Christian Mysticism: An Introduction to Contemporary Theoretical Approaches will
bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Christian
Mysticism: An Introduction to Contemporary Theoretical Approaches is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Frank Anderson:

The publication untitled Christian Mysticism: An Introduction to Contemporary Theoretical Approaches is
the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Christian Mysticism: An Introduction to Contemporary
Theoretical Approaches from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jeannine Lawson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be go through.
Christian Mysticism: An Introduction to Contemporary Theoretical Approaches can be your answer because
it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Thomas Mitchell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Christian
Mysticism: An Introduction to Contemporary Theoretical Approaches.
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