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Julia Franck's German-Book-Prize-winning novel, The Blindness of the Heart, was an international
phenomenon, selling 850,000 copies in Germany alone and being published in thirty-five countries. Her
newest work, Back to Back echoes the themes of The Blindness of the Heart, telling a moving personal story
set against the tragedies of twentieth-century Germany.

Back to Back begins in 1954, and centers around a single family living in Berlin in the socialist East. The
mother, Käthe, is a sculptor of Jewish heritage, who has been leveraging her party connections in order to get
more important and significant commissions. Devoted entirely to becoming a success in the socialist state,
she is a cruel and completely unaffectionate mother, putting the party above her children, who she treats as if
they were adults - there is no bourgeois mollycoddling in her household. Thomas and Ella's father emigrated
to West Germany after World War II, and they deeply long to see him again and dream of a life where they
could be allowed to have the kind of childhood that other children enjoy. But Käthe's hard-nosed brutality - a
reflection of the materialistic, unsentimental state in which she lives - means Thomas and Ella are unable to
live the lives they want to - instead of his dream of becoming a writer, Thomas is forced to study geology,
and do hard labor at a quarry as the practical part of his education. And Ella, meanwhile, is becoming
increasingly introverted and strange - not least because the Stasi lodger the government has billetted in their
home is beginning to abuse her...

Heartbreaking and shocking, Back to Back is a dark fairytale of East Germany, the story of a single family
tragedy that reflects the greater tragedies of totalitarianism.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Sisk:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Back to Back as the daily resource information.

Laura Enriquez:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Back to Back your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Back to
Back giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for
your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Irene Delong:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is Back to Back this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Henry Jones:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Back to Back was multi-colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Back to Back has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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