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In this 2007 book Bryan W. Van Norden examines early Confucianism as a form of virtue ethics and
Mohism, an anti-Confucian movement, as a version of consequentialism. The philosophical methodology is
analytic, in that the emphasis is on clear exegesis of the texts and a critical examination of the philosophical
arguments proposed by each side. Van Norden shows that Confucianism, while similar to Aristotelianism in
being a form of virtue ethics, offers different conceptions of 'the good life', the virtues, human nature, and
ethical cultivation. Mohism is akin to Western utilitarianism in being a form of consequentialism, but
distinctive in its conception of the relevant consequences and in its specific thought-experiments and state-
of-nature arguments. Van Norden makes use of the best research on Chinese history, archaeology, and
philology. His text is accessible to philosophers with no previous knowledge of Chinese culture and to
Sinologists with no background in philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Woodley:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Virtue Ethics and
Consequentialism in Early Chinese Philosophy, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Beatrice Flanagan:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Virtue Ethics and Consequentialism in Early Chinese
Philosophy it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
offers high quality.

Lily Spivey:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Virtue Ethics and Consequentialism in Early
Chinese Philosophy can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Virtue Ethics and
Consequentialism in Early Chinese Philosophy.

Angela Strange:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your



book? Or just seeking the Virtue Ethics and Consequentialism in Early Chinese Philosophy when you
required it?
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