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Saints and their Communities offers a new approach to the study of lay religion as evidenced in collections
of miracle narratives in twelfth-century England. There are a number of problems associated with the
interpretation of this hagiographical genre and an extended introduction discusses these. The first issue is the
tendency to read these narratives as transparent accounts of lay religion as if it were something susceptible to
static, 'ethnographic' treatment in isolation from wider social and political activities. The second issue is the
challenge of explaining the miraculous as a credible part of cultural experience, without appealing to
reductionist notions of a 'medieval mindset'. The third issue is the problem of how to take full account of the
fact that these sources are representations of lay experience by monastic authors. The author argues that
miracle narratives were the product of and helped to foster lay notions of Christian practice and identity
centred on the spiritual patronage of certain enshrined saints.

The six main chapters provide fully contextualized studies of selected miracle collections. Yarrow looks at
when these collections were made, who wrote them, the kinds of audiences they are likely to have reached,
and the messages they were intended to convey. He shows how these texts served to represent specific cults
in terms that articulated the values and interests of the institutions acting as custodians of the relics; and how
alongside other programmes of textual production, these collections of stories can be linked to occasions of
uncertainty or need in the life of these institutions. A concluding chapter argues the case for miracle
collections as evidence of the attempt by traditional monasteries to reach out to the relatively affluent
peasantry, and to urban communities in society, and their rural hinterlands with offers of protection and
opportunities for them to express their social status with reference to tomb-centred sanctity.
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From reader reviews:

Joni Griffith:

The reason? Because this Saints and Their Communities: Miracle Stories in Twelfth-Century England
(Oxford Historical Monographs) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap
that but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author
who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore
or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such
as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Calvin Baker:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Saints and Their Communities: Miracle Stories
in Twelfth-Century England (Oxford Historical Monographs) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Saints and Their
Communities: Miracle Stories in Twelfth-Century England (Oxford Historical Monographs) become your
starter.

James Cansler:

The book untitled Saints and Their Communities: Miracle Stories in Twelfth-Century England (Oxford
Historical Monographs) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with
easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to
read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Carmen Helton:

You will get this Saints and Their Communities: Miracle Stories in Twelfth-Century England (Oxford
Historical Monographs) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be
your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get



more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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