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Politicians and pundits often scorn polarization and compromise—the intransigence of the former and the
feebleness of the latter—without suggesting an alternative way. Polarization, when opposing forces are equal
or close to equal in strength, leads to stalemate. Compromise threatens to betray one's conviction about what
is essential. Ideally, a leader must combine conviction about what ought to be done with an open-minded
awareness of unintended consequences.

The social sciences are or should be based, largely, on the premise that people are historical and social
beings. Holding the Center follows this tradition, while focusing on the "trimming" aspect. In nautical terms,
trimming indicates an adjustment of one's vessel to accommodate one's environment. In politics, it is to find
common ground between extremes, not for the sake of compromise, but because reason does not have a
single location on the political spectrum.

The twelve chapters in this book are brought together by Goodheart’s argument that the Whig trimming
tradition is the heart and soul of politics in the West, and that both democracy and democratic culture depend
upon the trimming tradition’s advocacy of toleration. What is needed now, he notes, is a transformation in
our political culture in which humility and the admission of error enter the list of political virtues. Non-
parliamentary democracy with its separation of powers depends for its proper functioning on compromise,
especially in a time like ours of crisis and divided government.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemary Lafleur:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Holding the Center: In Defense of Political Trimming: 0. Try to make the
book Holding the Center: In Defense of Political Trimming: 0 as your good friend. It means that it can to
become your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Arthur Freeman:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Holding
the Center: In Defense of Political Trimming: 0? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have various other opinion?

Jennifer Fountain:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Holding the Center: In Defense of
Political Trimming: 0 book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Nicholas Ko:

The knowledge that you get from Holding the Center: In Defense of Political Trimming: 0 is the more deep
you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Holding the Center: In Defense of Political Trimming: 0
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of
Holding the Center: In Defense of Political Trimming: 0 instantly.
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