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At the age of twenty-five, Orson Welles (1915–1985) directed, co-wrote, and starred in Citizen Kane, widely
regarded as the greatest film ever made. But Welles was such a revolutionary filmmaker that he found
himself at odds with the Hollywood studio system. His work was so far ahead of its time that he never
regained the wide popular following he had once enjoyed as a young actor-director on the radio. What Ever
Happened to Orson Welles?: A Portrait of an Independent Career challenges the conventional wisdom that
Welles's career after Kane was a long decline and that he spent his final years doing little but eating and
making commercials while squandering his earlier promise. In this intimate and often surprising personal
portrait, Joseph McBride shows instead how Welles never stopped directing radical, adventurous films and
was always breaking new artistic ground as a filmmaker. McBride is the first author to provide a
comprehensive examination of the films of Welles's artistically rich yet little-known later period in the
United States (1970–1985), when McBride knew and worked with him. McBride reports on Welles's
daringly experimental film projects, including the legendary 1970–1976 unfinished film The Other Side of
the Wind, Welles's satire of Hollywood during the "Easy Rider era"; McBride gives a unique insider
perspective on Welles from the viewpoint of a young film critic playing a spoof of himself in a cast headed
by John Huston and Peter Bogdanovich. To put Welles's widely misunderstood later years into context, What
Ever Happened to Orson Welles? reexamines the filmmaker's entire life and career. McBride offers many
fresh insights into the collapse of Welles's Hollywood career in the 1940s, his subsequent political
blacklisting, and his long period of European exile. An enlightening and entertaining look at Welles's
brilliant and enigmatic career as a filmmaker, What Ever Happened to Orson Welles? serves as a major
reinterpretation of Welles's life and work. McBride clears away the myths that have long obscured Welles's
later years and have caused him to be falsely regarded as a tragic failure. McBride's revealing portrait of this
great artist will change the terms of how Orson Welles is understood as a man, an actor, a political figure,
and a filmmaker.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Warden:

This What Ever Happened to Orson Welles?: A Portrait of an Independent Career usually are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this What Ever Happened to Orson
Welles?: A Portrait of an Independent Career can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that possibly will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this What Ever Happened to Orson Welles?:
A Portrait of an Independent Career forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Leonard Dail:

The reason? Because this What Ever Happened to Orson Welles?: A Portrait of an Independent Career is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Donn Chavez:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
What Ever Happened to Orson Welles?: A Portrait of an Independent Career the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get prior to. The What Ever Happened to Orson Welles?: A Portrait of an Independent Career
giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Paul Kennedy:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to



presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this What Ever Happened to Orson Welles?: A Portrait of an Independent
Career can make you sense more interested to read.
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