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The tell-all tale - on and off the track - of a legendary man and his extraordinary family.

The Waterhouse name is synonymous with Australian horse racing and bookmaking. For the first time, the
family's patriarch, Bill Waterhouse, tells the story of his remarkable life 'playing the odds'.

Bill Waterhouse is a true Australian character who has spent a lifetime mixing it with the biggest names in
sport, business and politics. Whilst learning the bookmaking art from his father, Bill studied law and
practised as a barrister. With his brothers, he built up a property empire, including Sydney's biggest hotel, yet
bookmaking remained his passion.

By the 1960s he was Australia's biggest bookie, and he remained at the top for over twenty years. Renowned
for never refusing to take a gambler on, Big Bill always attracted the high-stake punters. His gambling duels
are legendary: from 'Filipino Fireball' Felipe Ysmael and the 'Hong Kong Tiger' Frank Duval, to the up-and-
coming Kerry Packer.

In the 1980s, with son Robbie already a leading bookmaker, the Fine Cotton affair brought ignominy to the
Waterhouse name. Although cleared of any wrongdoing, Bill was warned off racetracks for fourteen years.
Here he reveals how deeply the affair hurt his family and his reputation. Faced with adversity on all sides,
Bill's empire came under serious threat. He fought back and eventually returned to racing at the age of 80,
training his grandson Tom as the fourth generation of the Waterhouse racing dynasty.

With Tom, he again rose to be the largest on-track bookmaker in Australia. Away from racing, Bill's life has
been equally eventful. He is the honorary consul-general for the Kingdom of Tonga and, having maintained
an active role in helping the island nation for over 35 years, is now the longest-serving diplomat in Australia.
Filled with remarkable tales of the track's greatest plunges, gamblers and stings, What Are The Odds? is an
outstanding memoir of an extraordinary life.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Wilson:

Here thing why this specific What Are The Odds? The Bill Waterhouse Story are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. What Are The Odds? The Bill Waterhouse Story giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that
similar with What Are The Odds? The Bill Waterhouse Story. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of What Are The Odds?
The Bill Waterhouse Story in e-book can be your substitute.

Ronald Ybarra:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The What Are The Odds? The Bill Waterhouse Story is kind
of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Stephen Comerford:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this What Are The Odds? The Bill
Waterhouse Story.

Pedro Gonzales:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love What Are The Odds? The Bill
Waterhouse Story, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.
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