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Jennifer Ann Ho introduces readers to a “typical American” writer, Gish Jen, the author of four novels,
Typical American, Mona in the Promised Land, The Love Wife, and World and Town; a collection of short
stories, Who’s Irish?; and a collection of lectures, Tiger Writing: Art, Culture, and the Interdependent Self.
Jen writes with an engaging, sardonic, and imaginative voice illuminating themes common to the American
experience: immigration, assimilation, individualism, the freedom to choose one’s path in life, and the
complicated relationships that we have with our families and our communities. A second-generation Chinese
American, Jen is widely recognized as an important American literary voice, at once accessible,
philosophical, and thought-provoking. In addition to her novels, she has published widely in periodicals such
as the New Yorker, Atlantic Monthly, and Yale Review.

Ho traces the evolution of Jen’s career, her themes, and the development of her narrative voice. In the
process she shows why Jen’s observations about life in the United States, though revealed through the
perspectives of her Asian American and Asian immigrant characters, resonate with a variety of audiences
who find themselves reflected in Jen’s accounts of love, grief, desire, disappointment, and the general
domestic experiences that shape all our lives.

Following a brief biographical sketch, Ho examines each of Jen’s major works, showing how she traces the
transformation of immigrant dreams into mundane life, explores the limits of self-identification, and
characterizes problems of cross-national communication alongside the universal problems of aging and
generational conflict. Looking beyond Jen’s fiction work, a final chapter examines her essays and her
concerns and stature as a public intellectual, and detailed primary and secondary bibliographies provide a
valuable point of departure for both teaching and future scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Graves:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Understanding Gish Jen
(Understanding Contemporary American Literature)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Shirley Kistner:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book Understanding Gish Jen (Understanding Contemporary
American Literature) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Understanding Gish Jen (Understanding
Contemporary American Literature) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all
the book Understanding Gish Jen (Understanding Contemporary American Literature). You never really feel
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Selma Lang:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Understanding Gish Jen (Understanding Contemporary American Literature).

Thomas White:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Understanding Gish Jen (Understanding
Contemporary American Literature) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one
book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Understanding Gish Jen (Understanding Contemporary American Literature).
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