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The People vs. Big Oil—how a working-class company town harnessed the power of local politics to
reclaim their community

Home to one of the largest oil refineries in the state, Richmond, California, was once a typical company town
bankrolled by Chevron. This largely nonwhite, working-class city of a hundred thousand had experienced the
by-products of decades’ worth of poverty, substandard housing, and poorly funded public education. It had
one of the highest homicide rates, per capita, in the country and a jobless rate often twice the national
average.

But in 2012, when veteran labor reporter Steve Early moved from New England to Richmond, he witnessed
a surprising transformation. In Refinery Town, Early chronicles the ten years of successful community
organizing in Richmond that raised the minimum wage, defeated a casino development project, created a
municipal ID to aid undocumented workers, reduced crime through “community policing,” challenged home
foreclosures, and took on a big oil giant. This compelling story of a city remade provides a model for citizens
engaged in local politics and community building anywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Marina Rutt:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Refinery Town: Big Oil, Big Money,
and the Remaking of an American City that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Refinery Town: Big Oil, Big Money, and the
Remaking of an American City become your personal starter.

Marc Starr:

The book untitled Refinery Town: Big Oil, Big Money, and the Remaking of an American City contain a lot
of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very simple
to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written
by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice examine.

Bessie Hall:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Refinery Town: Big Oil, Big Money, and the Remaking of an American City
was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.

Elizabeth Givens:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Refinery Town: Big Oil, Big Money, and the
Remaking of an American City was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Refinery Town: Big Oil, Big Money, and the Remaking of an American City has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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