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This book conclusively demonstrates that direct democracy—institutions like the ballot initiative and the
referendum—endangers the rights of minorities and perpetuates a tyranny of the majority. While advocates
of direct democracy advocate that these institutions protect citizens from corrupt lawmakers beholden to
special interests, Daniel Lewis’s thorough investigation shows how such mass participation exposes minority
groups to negative policy outcomes favored by only a slim majority of voters. Some would argue that greater
democratic responsiveness is a positive outcome, but without the checks and balances of a representative,
separated powers system that encourages deliberation and minority representation, minority rights are at
increased risk under direct democracy institutions.

While research has been presented that supports both sides of the debate, the existing literature has yet to
produce consistent and compelling evidence in favor of one side or the other. This book undertakes a
comprehensive examination of the "tyranny of the majority" critique of direct democracy by examining a
host of contemporary American state policies that affect the rights of a variety of minority groups. By
assessing the impact of direct democracy on both ballot measures and traditional legislation, the book
provides a more complete picture of how citizen legislative institutions can affect minority rights, covering a
myriad of contemporary (and sometimes controversial) minority rights issues, including same-sex marriage,
affirmative action, official English, hate crimes laws, racial profiling, and anti-discrimination laws.

The book is unique in its approach and scope, making it compelling for scholars interested in direct
democracy, state politics, minority politics and electoral institutions, as well as American politics generally.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Hall:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Direct Democracy and
Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the Tyranny of the Majority in the American States
(Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Evan Miller:

Often the book Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the Tyranny of the
Majority in the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Paul Steinbach:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
book you have read will be Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the Tyranny of
the Majority in the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation).

Hattie Adkins:

The book untitled Direct Democracy and Minority Rights: A Critical Assessment of the Tyranny of the
Majority in the American States (Controversies in Electoral Democracy and Representation) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice study.
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