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Cynicism often seems a smarter choice than idealism. There are reasons for this. Politicians have
disappointed us time and again; trusted institutions have proven to be self-serving and corrupt; hopes for
lasting world peace repeatedly have been dashed; and social inequities persist and increase, unabated by even
the grandest of charitable efforts. It is now considered foolish to think that people can be counted on to rise
above their narrow self-interests to serve the broader good, or to tell the truth if it does not reflect well on the
self. Supporting this bleak view of the human condition is a moral psychology that has taken increasingly
cynical turns in recent years. Famous studies have shown that we have an almost unlimited potential for
cruelty when placed in the wrong situations.

The Power of Ideals presents a different vision, supported by a different kind of evidence. It examines the
lives and work of six 20th century moral leaders who pursued moral causes ranging from world peace to
social justice and human rights. Using these six cases to illustrate how people can make choices guided by
their moral convictions, rather than by base emotion or social pressures, authors William Damon and Anne
Colby explore the workings of three virtues: inner truthfulness, humility, and faith. Through their portrayal
of the noble lives of moral leaders, the authors argue that all of us--with ordinary lives--can exercise control
over important life decisions and pursue ideals that we believe in.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

This The Power of Ideals: The Real Story of Moral Choice book is not really ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This The Power of Ideals: The Real Story of Moral Choice without we realize teach the one who
studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Power of Ideals: The
Real Story of Moral Choice can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Power of Ideals: The Real
Story of Moral Choice having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Lavonne Ouellette:

Typically the book The Power of Ideals: The Real Story of Moral Choice will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book
you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Power of Ideals: The Real Story of Moral
Choice is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.

Anthony Flowers:

The book The Power of Ideals: The Real Story of Moral Choice has a lot info on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after looking over this book.

Sandra Williams:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be The Power of Ideals: The Real Story of Moral Choice
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.
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