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No other drink can claim to have influenced the course of human affairs more than vodka. “The green
serpent” transformed the Russian state into a great power but it helped to destroy both tsarism and
communism – as well as the lives of millions of Russian peasants. From Boris Yeltsin being dropped in a
font and Shostakovich being cured of writer’s block to “the great vodka debauch” of the Russo-Japanese
War and the Churchill-Stalin drinking duel at Yalta, the spirit determined the lives of individual Russians
and the fate of a nation. Both sophisticated and brutal, vodka is the best-selling spirit in the world. Distilled
from rye or the humble potato, it has been known since the fourteenth century, when it was first used as a
medicine, but it took James Bond and the Cold War to make it glamorous in the West, particularly with
younger drinkers. 'In Russian literature, the drink that steals away men's brains is vodka. Tolstoy, repenting
his youthful follies ("lying, thieving, promiscuity of all kinds, drunkenness, violence, murder"), founded a
temperance society called the Union Against Drunkenness, and designed a label - a skull and crossbones,
accompanied by the word "Poison" - to go on all vodka bottles. In the event, the health warning wasn't
adopted but Tolstoy's views on vodka seep into his fiction, as do Dostoevsky's in The Devils ("The Russian
God has already given up when it comes to cheap booze. The common people are drunk, the children are
drunk, the churches are empty"). Chekhov was more ambivalent. As Geoffrey Elborn shows in his new
cultural history, The Dedalus Book of Vodka, he was torn between his knowledge as a doctor and his
understanding of human nature. Two of his brothers were alcoholic, and he denounced vodka companies as
"Satan's blood peddlers". But he sympathised with the Russian peasantry, for whom vodka was nectar. And
in his stories and plays, those who drink excessively – like the army doctor Chebutykin in The Three Sisters
– are portrayed with humour and compassion.' Blake Morrison in The Guardian
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Rhodes:

The knowledge that you get from The Dedalus Book of Vodka (Dedalus Concept Books) may be the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Dedalus Book of Vodka (Dedalus Concept Books)
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood through anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this The Dedalus Book of Vodka (Dedalus
Concept Books) instantly.

Valerie Bell:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Dedalus
Book of Vodka (Dedalus Concept Books) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer
in this era. The book untitled The Dedalus Book of Vodka (Dedalus Concept Books)is the one of several
books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in
the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Jean Gaitan:

Precisely why? Because this The Dedalus Book of Vodka (Dedalus Concept Books) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Sabrina Crockett:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As



we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Dedalus Book of Vodka (Dedalus Concept Books) can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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