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NOTE: This is a single chapter excerpted from the book The Laboratory Rabbit, Guinea Pig, Hamster, and
Other Rodents, made available for individual purchase. Additional chapters, as well as the entire book, may
be purchased separately.

This chapter provides a review of the management, husbandry, and colony health requirements of the Syrian
or golden hamster, Mesocricetus auratus, used in biomedical research. Hamsters are rodents belonging
within the family Crecetidae. Members of the Crecetidae family are characterized by large cheek pouches,
relatively thick bodies, and a short tail. Hamsters are generally housed in cages that are appropriate for
housing other laboratory rodents. Contemporary cages are generally made of commercially manufactured
rigid plastic materials (i.e., polycarbonate, polysulfone, and polypropylene) or stainless steel. The chapter
studies the environmental conditions required for a Syrian hamster, which include the ventilation,
illumination, temperature, and humidity conditions. Hamsters are generally provided commercially produced
pelleted rodent diet intended for mice and rats, and animals raised on such diets show normal growth and
reproduction. The chapter studies the breeding and record keeping of hamsters. Sexual maturity in the
hamster generally occurs at approximately 6 weeks (42 days) of age, although copulatory activity can begin
as early as 4 weeks of age. Health records, also referred to as clinical records, can be maintained as group
records for large populations, such as commercial breeding colonies, or as individual animal records. Health
records should include pertinent clinical observations and diagnostic information, history of surgical
procedures, postoperative care, and information on experimental use, as it pertains to clinical care of the
animal.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Chapter 028, Management, Husbandry, and Colony Health
(American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine). You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Chapter 028, Management, Husbandry, and
Colony Health (American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine). You can add knowledge and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Joseph Owens:

Here thing why that Chapter 028, Management, Husbandry, and Colony Health (American College of
Laboratory Animal Medicine) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is
good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Chapter
028, Management, Husbandry, and Colony Health (American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine)
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication
that similar with Chapter 028, Management, Husbandry, and Colony Health (American College of
Laboratory Animal Medicine). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Chapter 028, Management, Husbandry, and
Colony Health (American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine) in e-book can be your choice.

Patricia Frazier:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Chapter 028, Management, Husbandry, and Colony Health
(American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Violet Shook:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When



you examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Chapter 028, Management, Husbandry, and Colony Health (American College of Laboratory
Animal Medicine) provide you with a new experience in examining a book.
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