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Austin, Texas, entered the aviation age on October 29, 1911, when Calbraith Perry Rodgers landed his
Wright EX Flyer in a vacant field near the present-day intersection of Duval and 45th Streets. Some 3,000
excited people rushed out to see the pilot and his plane, much like the hundreds of thousands who mobbed
Charles A. Lindbergh and The Spirit of St. Louis in Paris sixteen years later. Though no one that day in
Austin could foresee all the changes that would result from manned flight, people here—as in cities and
towns across the United States—realized that a new era was opening, and they greeted it with all-out
enthusiasm.

This popularly written history tells the story of aviation in Austin from 1911 to the opening of Austin-
Bergstrom International Airport in 1999. Kenneth Ragsdale covers all the significant developments,
beginning with military aviation activities during World War I and continuing through the barnstorming era
of the 1920s, the inauguration of airmail service in 1928 and airline service in 1929, and the dedication of the
first municipal airport in 1930. He also looks at the University of Texas's role in training pilots during World
War II, the growth of commercial and military aviation in the postwar period, and the struggle over airport
expansion that occupied the last decades of the twentieth century. Throughout, he shows how aviation and
the city grew together and supported each other, which makes the Austin aviation experience a case study of
the impact of aviation on urban communities nationwide.
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From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Austin, Cleared for Takeoff: Aviators,
Businessmen, and the Growth of an American City (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life,
and Culture) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Paul Butler:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Austin, Cleared for Takeoff: Aviators,
Businessmen, and the Growth of an American City (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life,
and Culture) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Natasha Rich:

You will get this Austin, Cleared for Takeoff: Aviators, Businessmen, and the Growth of an American City
(Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture) by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.

Ingrid Baumbach:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Austin, Cleared for Takeoff: Aviators, Businessmen, and
the Growth of an American City (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and Culture) was
bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Austin, Cleared for Takeoff:
Aviators, Businessmen, and the Growth of an American City (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas
History, Life, and Culture) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto
or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to



suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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