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The election of 1860 was a crossroad in American history. Faced with four major candidates, voters in the
North and South went to the polls not knowing that the result of the election would culminate in the bloodiest
conflict the United States had ever seen. Despite its obvious importance, surprisingly few studies have
focused exclusively on this electoral contest itself. In The Election of 1860 Reconsidered, seven historians
offer insightful essays that challenge the traditional view of the election, present fresh inter-pretations, and
approach the contest from new angles.

In engaging treatments of the main presidential candidates, the authors employ biography to explain the
election. Michael S. Green deftly analyzes Abraham Lincoln and effectively overturns the view of the
Republican as a passive candidate. James L. Huston provides an innovative reconsideration of Stephen A.
Douglas in defeat with an insightful look at the Little Giant’s campaign tours of the South. Using the lens of
honor, A. James Fuller scrutinizes John C. Breckinridge in an enlightening study of the Southern Democratic
candidate’s campaign. In another groundbreaking essay, Fuller reconsiders Constitutional Unionist John Bell
as a Whig who stood for the Republican principle of compro-mise. The biographical theme continues in John
R. McKivigan’s splendid examination of Frederick Douglass as he carefully guides the reader through the
changing attitudes and ambivalence of the abolitionist perspective.

As Douglas G. Gardner demonstrates in his fine exposition of the historiographical themes involved with the
election, The Election of 1860 Reconsidered includes interdisciplinary concerns and new lines of inquiry.
Addressing matters of interest to political scientists as well as historians, Thomas E. Rodgers takes up the
issue of voter turnout in a sophisticated analysis that emphasizes ideology. Political culture and context allow
A. James Fuller to make revealing interdisciplinary connections while using the state of Indiana as a case
study to test and refute realignment theory. Turning to observations from across the Atlantic, Lawrence
Sondhaus offers a new approach to the election in his penetrating study of how Europeans viewed and
misunderstood the U.S. presidential race.

This remarkable collection breathes new life into political history and will serve as a primer for a generation
of scholars interested in understanding the most important election in American history.
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From reader reviews:

David Hedges:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Election of 1860 Reconsidered (Civil War in the North). Try to stumble
through book The Election of 1860 Reconsidered (Civil War in the North) as your good friend. It means that
it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Cheryl Taylor:

The book The Election of 1860 Reconsidered (Civil War in the North) gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book The
Election of 1860 Reconsidered (Civil War in the North) to become your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like start and read a guide The Election of 1860 Reconsidered (Civil War in the North).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do
you think about this book?

Nancy Jones:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one together
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The Election of 1860 Reconsidered (Civil War
in the North) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jessie Orlando:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Election of 1860 Reconsidered (Civil War in the North) when you essential it?
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