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What is the source of Obama’s power? How is it that, after suffering a humiliating defeat in the 2010 mid-
term elections, Obama was able to turn the situation around, deftly outmaneuvering his opponent and
achieving a decisive victory in the November 2012 presidential election?

In this short and brilliant book, Jeffrey Alexander and Bernadette Jaworsky argue that neither money nor
demography can explain this dramatic turnaround. What made it possible, they show, was cultural
reconstruction. Realizing he had failed to provide a compelling narrative of his power, the President began
forging a new salvation story. It portrayed the Republican austerity budget as a sop to the wealthy, and
Obama as a courageous hero fighting for plain folks against the rich. The reinvigorated cultural performance
pushed the Tea Party off the political stage in 2011, and Mitt Romney became fodder for the script in 2012.
Democrats painted their Republican opponent as a backward-looking elitist, a “Bain-capitalist” whose
election would threaten the civil solidarity upon which democracy depends.

Real world events can spoil even the most effective script. Obama faced monthly unemployment numbers,
the daunting Bin Laden raid, three live debates, and Hurricane Sandy. The clumsiness of his opponent and
his own good fortune helped the President, but it was the poise and felicity of his improvisations that allowed
him to succeed a second time. Converting events into plot points, the President demonstrated the flair for the
dramatic that has made him one of the most effective politicians of modern times.

While persuasively explaining Obama’s success, this book also demonstrates a fundamental but rarely
appreciated truth about political power in modern democratic societies namely, that winning power and
holding on to it have as much to do with the ability to use symbols effectively and tell good stories as
anything else.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Cohn:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Obama Power. You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Obama Power. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go
to the library. Let's read.

Ella Oxley:

The publication untitled Obama Power is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality
of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book,
therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Obama Power from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Ashley Gibson:

Obama Power can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Obama Power yet doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Anna Hart:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Obama Power.
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