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Through window displays, newspapers, soap operas, gay bars, and other public culture venues, Chinese
citizens are negotiating what it means to be cosmopolitan citizens of the world, with appropriate needs,
aspirations, and longings. Lisa Rofel argues that the creation of such “desiring subjects” is at the core of
China’s contingent, piece-by-piece reconfiguration of its relationship to a post-socialist world. In a study at
once ethnographic, historical, and theoretical, she contends that neoliberal subjectivities are created through
the production of various desires—material, sexual, and affective—and that it is largely through their
engagements with public culture that people in China are imagining and practicing appropriate desires for the
post-Mao era.

Drawing on her research over the past two decades among urban residents and rural migrants in Hangzhou
and Beijing, Rofel analyzes the meanings that individuals attach to various public cultural phenomena and
what their interpretations say about their understandings of post-socialist China and their roles within it. She
locates the first broad-based public debate about post-Mao social changes in the passionate dialogues about
the popular 1991 television soap opera Yearnings. She describes how the emergence of gay identities and
practices in China reveals connections to a transnational network of lesbians and gay men at the same time
that it brings urban/rural and class divisions to the fore. The 1999–2001 negotiations over China’s entry into
the World Trade Organization; a controversial women’s museum; the ways that young single women portray
their longings in relation to the privations they imagine their mothers experienced; adjudications of the limits
of self-interest in court cases related to homoerotic desire, intellectual property, and consumer fraud—Rofel
reveals all of these as sites where desiring subjects come into being.
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From reader reviews:

James Flynn:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Desiring
China: Experiments in Neoliberalism, Sexuality, and Public Culture (Perverse Modernities)? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Kenneth Sisk:

The book Desiring China: Experiments in Neoliberalism, Sexuality, and Public Culture (Perverse
Modernities) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Desiring China: Experiments in Neoliberalism,
Sexuality, and Public Culture (Perverse Modernities)? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book Desiring China: Experiments in Neoliberalism, Sexuality, and Public Culture
(Perverse Modernities) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can look the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jeffery Bruce:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
others. When you read this Desiring China: Experiments in Neoliberalism, Sexuality, and Public Culture
(Perverse Modernities), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Rebecca Dryden:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Desiring China:
Experiments in Neoliberalism, Sexuality, and Public Culture (Perverse Modernities) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be



claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick
Desiring China: Experiments in Neoliberalism, Sexuality, and Public Culture (Perverse Modernities) become
your current starter.
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