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Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America describes, illustrates, and offers nondogmatic
interpretations of rituals and beliefs in Archaic America. In compiling a wealth of detailed entries, author
Cheryl Claassen has created both an exhaustive reference as well as an opening into new archaeological
taxonomies, connections, and understandings of Native American culture.

 

The material is presented in an introductory essay about Archaic rituals followed by two sections of entries
that incorporate reports and articles discussing archaeological sites; studies of relevant practices of ritual and
belief; data related to geologic features, artifact attributes, and burial settings; ethnographies; and pilgrimages
to specific sites. Claassen’s work focuses on the American Archaic period (marked by the end of the Ice Age
approximately 11,000 years ago) and a geographic area bounded by the edge of the Great Plains,
Newfoundland, and southern Florida. This period and region share specific beliefs and practices such as
human sacrifice, dirt mound burial, and oyster shell middens.

 

This interpretive guide serves as a platform for new interpretations and theories on this period. For example,
Claassen connects rituals to topographic features and posits the Pleistocene-Holocene transition as a major
stimulus to Archaic beliefs. She also expands the interpretation of existing data previously understood in
economic or environmental terms to include how this same data may also reveal spiritual and symbolic
practices. Similarly, Claassen interprets Archaic culture in terms of human agency and social constraint,
bringing ritual acts into focus as drivers of social transformation and ethnogenesis.

 

Richly annotated and cross-referenced for ease of use, Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America
will benefit scholars and students of archaeology and Native American culture. Claassen’s overview of the
archaeological record should encourage the development of original archaeological and historical
connections and patterns. Such an approach, Claassen suggests, may reveal patterns of influence extending
from early eastern Americans to the Aztec and Maya.
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From reader reviews:

David Long:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America:
An Interpretive Guide. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important the book Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America: An Interpretive
Guide. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to
the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Karen Olden:

This Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America: An Interpretive Guide book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America: An
Interpretive Guide without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America: An Interpretive
Guide can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North
America: An Interpretive Guide having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Rodney Hussey:

The reserve untitled Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America: An Interpretive Guide is the
book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did
a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America: An Interpretive Guide
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

John Lambeth:

The book untitled Beliefs and Rituals in Archaic Eastern North America: An Interpretive Guide contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere



and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have
a nice learn.
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