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Here is the first dual biography of the early lives of two key figures in Russian ballet: famed choreographer
George Balanchine and his close childhood friend and extraordinary ballerina Liidia (Lidochka) Ivanova.

Tracing the lives and friendship of these two dancers from years just before the 1917 Russian Revolution to
Balanchine's escape from Russia in 1924, Elizabeth Kendall's Balanchine & the Lost Muse sheds new light
on a crucial flash point in the history of ballet. Drawing upon extensive archival research, Kendall weaves a
fascinating tale about this decisive period in the life of the man who would become the most influential
choreographer in modern ballet. Abandoned by his mother at the St. Petersburg Imperial Ballet Academy in
1913 at the age of nine, Balanchine spent his formative years studying dance in Russia's tumultuous capital
city. It was there, as he struggled to support himself while studying and performing, that Balanchine met
Ivanova. A talented and bold dancer who grew close to the Bolshevik elite in her adolescent years, Ivanova
was a source of great inspiration to Balanchine--both during their youth together, and later in his life, after
her mysterious death just days before they had planned to leave Russia together in 1924. Kendall shows that
although Balanchine would have a great number of muses, many of them lovers, the dark beauty of his dear
friend Lidochka would inspire much of his work for years to come.

Part biography and part cultural history, Balanchine & the Lost Muse presents a sweeping account of the
heyday of modern ballet and the culture behind the unmoored ideals, futuristic visions, and human decadence
that characterized the Russian Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Taylor:

The book Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
good thing like a book Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Balanchine & the Lost
Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer has simple shape but you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Debra Brunette:

This book untitled Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Elizabeth Smith:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Balanchine & the Lost Muse:
Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Balanchine & the Lost
Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer become your starter.

Yolanda Sartain:

This Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer is completely new way for
you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Balanchine & the Lost
Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it!



Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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