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Part detective story and part courtroom drama—with a touch of the supernatural—The Third Miracle
exposes, for the first time ever, the secret rituals and investigations the Catholic Church today
undertakes in order to determine sainthood.
On a raw January 2001 morning at a Catholic convent deep in the Indiana woods, a Baptist handyman named
Phil McCord made an urgent plea to God. He was by no means a religious man but he was a desperate man.
McCord’s right eye was a furious shade of red and had pulsed for months in the wake of cataract surgery. He
had one shot at recovery: a risky procedure that would replace part of his diseased eye with healthy tissue
from a corpse. Dreading the grisly operation, McCord stopped into the convent’s chapel and offered a
prayer—a spontaneous and fumbling request of God: Can you help me get through this? He merely hoped
for inner peace, but when McCord awoke the next day, his eye was better—suddenly and shockingly better.
Without surgery. Without medicine. And no doctor could explain it. Many would argue that Mother
Théodore Guérin, the long-deceased matriarchal founder of the convent, had “interceded” on McCord’s
behalf. Was the healing of Phil McCord’s eye a miracle?
That was a question that the Catholic Church and the pope himself would ultimately decide. As part of an
ancient and little-known process, top Catholic officials would convene a confidential tribunal to examine the
handyman’s healing, to verify whether his recovery defied the laws of nature. They would formally summon
McCord, his doctors, coworkers, and family to a windowless basement room at the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis. They would appoint two local priests to serve the roles of judge and prosecutor. And they
would put this alleged miracle on trial, all in an effort to determine if Mother Théodore, whose cause for
beatification and canonization dated back to 1909, should be named the eighth American saint.
In The Third Miracle, journalist Bill Briggs meticulously chronicles the Church investigation into this
mysterious healing and offers a unique window into the ritualistic world of the secretive Catholic saint-
making process—one of the very foundations on which the Church is built. With exclusive access to the case
and its players, Briggs gives readers a front-row seat inside the closed-door drama as doctors are grilled
about the supernatural, priests doggedly hunt for soft spots in the claim, and McCord comes to terms with the
metaphorical “third miracle”: his own reconciliation with the metaphysical. As the inquiry shifts from the
American heartland to an awaiting jury at Vatican City in Rome, Briggs astutely probes our hunger for
everyday miracles in an age of technology, the Catholic Church’s surprisingly active saint-making operation,
and the eternal clash of faith and science. 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

William Chapman:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Third Miracle: An
Ordinary Man, a Medical Mystery, and a Trial of Faith book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Bridget Dell:

Here thing why this kind of The Third Miracle: An Ordinary Man, a Medical Mystery, and a Trial of Faith
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Third Miracle: An Ordinary Man, a
Medical Mystery, and a Trial of Faith giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Third Miracle: An Ordinary Man, a Medical
Mystery, and a Trial of Faith. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Third Miracle: An Ordinary Man, a Medical Mystery, and
a Trial of Faith in e-book can be your alternate.

Anne Bonk:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Third
Miracle: An Ordinary Man, a Medical Mystery, and a Trial of Faith suitable to you? The actual book was
written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Third Miracle: An Ordinary Man, a
Medical Mystery, and a Trial of Faithis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you
ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

John Carroll:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. The Third Miracle: An Ordinary Man, a Medical Mystery, and a Trial of Faith can be



your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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