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The old saying does often seem to hold true: the rich get richer while the poor get poorer, creating a
widening gap between those who have more and those who have less. The sociologist Robert K. Merton
called this phenomenon the Matthew effect, named after a passage in the gospel of Matthew. Yet the more
closely we examine the sociological effects of this principle, the more complicated the idea becomes. Initial
advantage doesn't always lead to further advantage, and disadvantage doesn't necessarily translate into
failure. Does this theory need to be revisited?

Merton's arguments have significant implications for our conceptions of equality and justice, and they
challenge our beliefs about culture, education, and public policy. His hypothesis has been examined across a
variety of social arenas, including science, technology, politics, and schooling, to see if, in fact, advantage
begets further advantage. Daniel Rigney is the first to evaluate Merton's theory of cumulative advantage
extensively, considering both the conditions that uphold the Matthew effect and the circumstances that cause
it to fail. He explores whether growing inequality is beyond human control or disparity is socially
constructed and subject to change. Reexamining our core assumptions about society, Rigney causes us to
rethink the sources of inequity.
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From reader reviews:

Rubye Carter:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Matthew Effect: How Advantage Begets Further Advantage. Try
to the actual book The Matthew Effect: How Advantage Begets Further Advantage as your buddy. It means
that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Eric Alaniz:

The book The Matthew Effect: How Advantage Begets Further Advantage can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a
book The Matthew Effect: How Advantage Begets Further Advantage? Some of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book The Matthew Effect: How Advantage Begets Further Advantage has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Rita Carter:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Matthew Effect: How Advantage Begets Further
Advantage ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The Matthew Effect: How Advantage Begets
Further Advantage is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book The Matthew Effect: How Advantage Begets Further Advantage. You never
experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Hope Giles:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Matthew Effect:
How Advantage Begets Further Advantage which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this



book? Let's see.
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