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Bestselling author Joe Drape reveals the unique pressures and expectations that make a year of Army
football so much more than just a tally of wins and losses.

The football team at the U.S. Military Academy is not like other college football teams. At other schools,
athletes are catered to and coddled at every turn. At West Point, they carry the same arduous load as their
fellow cadets, shouldering an Ivy League–caliber education and year-round military training. After
graduation they are not going to the NFL but to danger zones halfway around the world. These young men
are not just football players, they are soldiers first.

New York Times sportswriter Joe Drape takes us inside the world of Army football, as the Black Knights and
their third-year coach, Rich Ellerson, seek to turn around a program that had recently fallen on hard times,
with the goal to beat Navy and "sing last" at the Army-Navy game in December. The 2011 season would
prove a true test of the players' mettle and perseverance.
Drawing on his extensive and unfettered access to the players and the coaching staff, Drape introduces us to
this special group of young men and their achievements on and off the field. Anchoring the narrative and the
team are five key players: quarterback Trent Steelman, the most gifted athlete; linebacker Steve Erzinger,
who once questioned his place at West Point but has become a true leader; Andrew Rodriguez, the son of a
general and the top scholar-athlete; Max Jenkins, the backup quarterback and the second-in-command of the
Corps of Cadets; and Larry Dixon, a talented first-year running back. Together with Coach Ellerson, his
staff, and West Point's officers and instructors, they and their teammates embrace the demands made on them
and learn crucial lessons that will resonate throughout their lives—and ours.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Lee:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Soldiers First:
Duty, Honor, Country, and Football at West Point suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The book untitled Soldiers First: Duty, Honor, Country, and Football at West
Pointis the main one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world within this book.

Paul Williams:

Typically the book Soldiers First: Duty, Honor, Country, and Football at West Point will bring that you the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Soldiers First: Duty, Honor, Country,
and Football at West Point is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Elizabeth Bello:

The book untitled Soldiers First: Duty, Honor, Country, and Football at West Point contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice
examine.

Thomas Rojas:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Soldiers First: Duty, Honor, Country, and
Football at West Point or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Soldiers First: Duty, Honor, Country, and Football at West Point to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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