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Considers what is known of acclaimed early Sufi master Ab? Bakr al-Shibl? and how he was characterized
in various times and places.

Early Sufi master Ab? Bakr al-Shibl? (d. 946) is both famous and unknown. One of the pioneers of Islamic
mysticism, he left no writings, but his legacy was passed down orally, and he has been acclaimed from his
own time to the present. Accounts of Shibl? present a fascinating figure: an eccentric with a showy red
beard, a lover of poetry and wit, an ascetic who embraced altered states of consciousness, and, for a time, a
disturbed man confined to an insane asylum. Kenneth Avery offers a contemporary interpretation of Shibl?’s
thought and his importance in the history of Sufism. This book surveys the major sources for Shibl?’s life
and work from both Arabic and Persian traditions, detailing the main facets of his biography and teachings
and documenting the evolving figure of a Sufi saint. Shibl?’s relationships with his more famous colleague
Junayd and his infamous colleague ?all?j are discussed, along with his Qur’?nic spirituality, his poetry, and
the question of his periodic insanity.

“A very fine contribution to the history of Sufism.” — John Renard, editor of Fighting Words: Religion,
Violence, and the Interpretation of Sacred Texts

Kenneth Avery received his PhD in Islamic Studies from the University of Melbourne in Australia. His
books include Fifty Poems of ‘A???r and A Psychology of Early Sufi sam?‘: Listening and Altered States.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Prather:

In other case, little people like to read book Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of
book Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It
is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Peter Barba:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Shibli: His Life and Thought in the
Sufi Tradition will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored.
It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
ideal book with you?

Sandra Bryson:

Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi
Tradition although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial imagining.

Sonia Cramer:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition
was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Shibli: His Life and Thought in
the Sufi Tradition has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading which.
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