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How Repentance Became Biblical tells the story of repentance as a concept. Many today, in both secular and
religious contexts, assume it to be a natural and inevitable component of our lives. But, where did it
originate? How did it become so prominent within Western religious traditions and, by extension,
contemporary culture? What purposes does it serve? The book identifies repentance as a product of the
Hellenistic period, where it was taken up within emerging forms of Judaism and Christianity as a mode of
subjective control. It argues that, along with the rise of repentance, a series of interpretive practices, many of
which remain in effect to this day, was put into place whereby repentance is read into the Bible and the
Bible, especially the Hebrew Bible, or Old Testament, comes to be seen as repentances source. Ancient
Israelite rituals, such as fasting, prayer, and confession, all of which are incorporated later on within various
religious communities as forms of penitential discipline, are understood as external signs of internal remorse.
Hebrew terms and phrases, such as the prophetic injunction to return to YHWH, are read as ancient
representations of the concept, repentance. Prophetic literature as a whole is seen as serving a pedagogical
purpose, as aiming at the reformation of Israel as a nation. Furthermore, it is assumed that, on the basis of the
Bible, sectarians living in the late Second Temple period, from the Dead Sea sect to the early Jesus
movement, believed that their redemption depended upon their repentance. In fact, the penitential framework
within which the Bible is interpreted tells us the most about our own interpretive tendencies, about how we
privilege notions of interiority, autonomy, and virtue. The book develops other frameworks for explaining
the biblical phenomena in their ancient contexts, based on alternative views of the body, power, speech, and
the divine, and, thereby, offers a new account of repentances origins.
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From reader reviews:

Loren Velasco:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this How Repentance Became Biblical: Judaism,
Christianity, and the Interpretation of Scripture book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Eunice Randle:

The event that you get from How Repentance Became Biblical: Judaism, Christianity, and the Interpretation
of Scripture could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but How Repentance Became
Biblical: Judaism, Christianity, and the Interpretation of Scripture giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of How Repentance Became Biblical: Judaism,
Christianity, and the Interpretation of Scripture instantly.

Matthew Sewell:

The guide untitled How Repentance Became Biblical: Judaism, Christianity, and the Interpretation of
Scripture is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that
will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that
they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of How Repentance
Became Biblical: Judaism, Christianity, and the Interpretation of Scripture from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Theresa Kuykendall:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As
we know those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us
to around the world. With the book How Repentance Became Biblical: Judaism, Christianity, and the
Interpretation of Scripture we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become
creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book How Repentance Became Biblical: Judaism,



Christianity, and the Interpretation of Scripture. You can more inviting than now.
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