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Who exactly are the ‘intellectuals’? This term is so widely used today that we forget that it is a recent
invention, dating from the late nineteenth century.

In Birth of the Intellectuals, the renowned historian and sociologist Christophe Charle shows that the term
‘intellectuals’ first appeared at the time of the Dreyfus Affair, and the neologism originally signified a
cultural and political vanguard who dared to challenge the status quo. Yet the word, expected to disappear
once the political crisis had dissolved, has somehow endured. At times it describes a social group, and at
others a way of seeing the social world from the perspective of universal values that challenges established
hierarchies.

But why did intellectuals survive when the events that gave rise to this term had faded into the past? To
answer this question, it is necessary to show how the crisis of the old representations, the unprecedented
expansion of the intellectual professions and the vacuum left by the decline of the traditional ruling class
created favourable conditions for the collective affirmation of ‘intellectuals’. This also explains why the
literary or academic avant garde traditionally reluctant to engage gradually reconciled themselves with
political activists and developed new ways to intervene in the field of power outside of traditional political
channels.

Through a careful rereading of the petitions surrounding the Dreyfus Affair, Charle offers a radical
reinterpretation of this crucial moment of European history and develops a new model for understanding the
ways in which public intellectuals in France, Germany, Britain, and the United States have addressed politics
ever since.
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From reader reviews:

Christi Ross:

The book Birth of the Intellectuals: 1880-1900 can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Birth of the Intellectuals: 1880-1900? Some of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Birth of the Intellectuals: 1880-1900
has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Scott Roche:

This Birth of the Intellectuals: 1880-1900 book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. That Birth of the Intellectuals: 1880-1900 without we recognize teach the one who studying it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Birth of the Intellectuals: 1880-1900
can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have
it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Birth of the Intellectuals: 1880-1900 having good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Leo Rizer:

The book Birth of the Intellectuals: 1880-1900 will bring someone to the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this
book very acceptable to you. The book Birth of the Intellectuals: 1880-1900 is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ronnie Johnson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Birth of the Intellectuals: 1880-
1900 which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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