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In the years before the Civil War, many Americans saw the sea as a world apart, an often violent and insular
culture governed by its own definitions of honor and ruled by its own authorities. The truth, however, is that
legal cases that originated at sea had a tendency to come ashore and force the national government to address
questions about personal honor, dignity, the rights of labor, and the meaning and privileges of citizenship,
often for the first time. By examining how and why merchant seamen and their officers came into contact
with the law, Matthew Taylor Raffety exposes the complex relationship between brutal crimes committed at
sea and the development of a legal consciousness within both the judiciary and among seafarers in this
period.

The Republic Afloat tracks how seamen conceived of themselves as individuals and how they defined their
place within the United States. Of interest to historians of labor, law, maritime culture, and national identity
in the early republic, Raffety’s work reveals much about the ways that merchant seamen sought to articulate
the ideals of freedom and citizenship before the courts of the land—and how they helped to shape the laws of
the young republic.
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From reader reviews:

Emily Walker:

The book The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America (American Beginnings,
1500-1900) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make reading a book The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America (American
Beginnings, 1500-1900) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
wide open and read a guide The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America
(American Beginnings, 1500-1900). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Rosemarie Sanders:

The reason? Because this The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America
(American Beginnings, 1500-1900) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such
as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

James Sweeney:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in
Maritime America (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Teresa Obannon:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Republic Afloat: Law, Honor, and Citizenship in Maritime America (American Beginnings,
1500-1900) when you essential it?
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