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This book follows the life of a young miner who was plucked from the mineshaft to find himself playing
football in the Italian League several years later. It is surely something that dreams were made of, a real
‘rags-to-riches’ story; however, this is exactly what happened to one such talented, working-class lad from a
small Shropshire mining village, in the late 1950s.
Gerry Hitchens was an uncomplicated footballer with obvious natural ability and virtues. It is fair to say
there have been more skilful players than Hitchens, but footballers do not only require skill and flair to
succeed at the very top, but sometimes hard work and determination are equally important qualities, along
with the will to learn and improve.
Gerry also had a bit extra to offer – the instinct to sniff out half chances and score goals in abundance at any
level.
I am very grateful to the legendary players Gerry was lucky enough to play with, who have kindly
contributed to this book, including Jimmy Greaves, Sir Bobby Charlton, Jimmy Armfield OBE, Gigi Riva,
Luis Suarez, Mario Corso and Giancarlo Cella. I would also like to thank the world-renowned football writer
and journalist Brian Glanville for sharing his memories of Gerry.

As a life-long Aston Villa fan, my late father had watched with interest from the terraces, a raw but strong
and powerful footballing talent who soon became an idol to thousands of English and Italian fans during the
late 1950s and early 1960s.
With the passing of my father in 2008, I felt inspired to fulfil his idea of writing a biography of Gerry
Hitchens, a quiet man and a great footballer. I have put together, not only a biographical account of the story
of Gerald Archibald Hitchens – player, husband and father – but a brief historical insight into football in
Britain and Italy during the 1950s and 1960s.
Simon Goodyear
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Wilson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book The Gerry Hitchens Story was
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The book The Gerry Hitchens Story is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Gerry Hitchens Story. You never really
feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Lowell Oliver:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is The Gerry Hitchens Story.

Agatha Draper:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be examine. The Gerry Hitchens Story can be your answer since it can be read by you
actually who have those short time problems.

Michael Castillo:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book The Gerry Hitchens Story. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it
may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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