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Alessandra Cecchi is not quite fifteen when her father, a prosperous cloth merchant, brings a young painter
back from northern Europe to decorate the chapel walls in the family’s Florentine palazzo. A child of the
Renaissance, with a precocious mind and a talent for drawing, Alessandra is intoxicated by the painter’s
abilities.

But their burgeoning relationship is interrupted when Alessandra’s parents arrange her marriage to a wealthy,
much older man. Meanwhile, Florence is changing, increasingly subject to the growing suppression imposed
by the fundamentalist monk Savonarola, who is seizing religious and political control. Alessandra and her
native city are caught between the Medici state, with its love of luxury, learning, and dazzling art, and the
hellfire preaching and increasing violence of Savonarola’s reactionary followers. Played out against this
turbulent backdrop, Alessandra’s married life is a misery, except for the surprising freedom it allows her to
pursue her powerful attraction to the young painter and his art.

The Birth of Venus is a tour de force, the first historical novel from one of Britain’s most innovative writers
of literary suspense. It brings alive the history of Florence at its most dramatic period, telling a compulsively
absorbing story of love, art, religion, and power through the passionate voice of Alessandra, a heroine with
the same vibrancy of spirit as her beloved city.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ware:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a
book. They are really reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider
the person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found
difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Birth of Venus: A Novel
(Reader's Circle).

Julianna Pepper:

The book The Birth of Venus: A Novel (Reader's Circle) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book The Birth of Venus: A Novel
(Reader's Circle)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Birth of Venus: A
Novel (Reader's Circle) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Rosa Rogers:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Birth of Venus: A Novel (Reader's Circle) can be good book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Chris Robins:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
The Birth of Venus: A Novel (Reader's Circle) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead
of. The The Birth of Venus: A Novel (Reader's Circle) giving you a different experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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