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The most punitive era in American history reached its apex in the 1990s, but the trend has reversed in recent
years. Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System examines the factors
causing this dramatic turnaround. It relates and echoes the increasing need and desire on the part of actors in
the American government system to construct a penal system that is more rational and humane.

Author Garrick L. Percival points out that the prison boom did not naturally emerge as a governmental
response to increasing crime rates. Instead, political forces actively built and shaped the growth of a more
aggressive and populated penal system. He is optimistic that the shifting political forces surrounding crime
and punishment can now reform the system, explaining how current political actors can craft more
constructive and just policies and programs. The book shows how rationality and humanitarianism lead to a
penal system that imprisons fewer people, does less harm to the lives of individual offenders and those close
to them, and is less expensive to maintain.

The book presents empirical data to concretely demonstrate what is working and what is not in today’s penal
system. It closely examines policies and practices in Texas, Ohio, and California as comparative illustrations
on what progress has been made or needs to be made in penal systems across the United States. The book
includes a comprehensive discussion of highlighted issues, and relates more than two dozen interviews with
pivotal political actors who clarify why there is a major shift underway in the American penal system. Their
insights reveal paths that can be taken to improve the current penal system.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Cook:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better
American Penal System seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a
Better American Penal System is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
with the book Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System. You never sense lose
out for everything in case you read some books.

Robert Prather:

The actual book Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System will bring that you
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Smart on Crime: The Struggle to
Build a Better American Penal System is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Carol Williams:

The book with title Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System has lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

John Parish:

This Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Smart on Crime: The
Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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