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Engaging case studies on the impact of state sovereign immunity on both plaintiffs and states.

The Supreme Court’s recent spate of state sovereign immunity rulings have protected states from lawsuits
based on federal legislation as diverse as disabilities law, age discrimination, patent and trademark law, and
labor standards. But does the doctrine of state sovereign immunity increase state authority? Does it
undermine federal antidiscrimination statutes? Is it an effective means to revive a more robust version of
federalism, shifting the balance of power toward states and away from the federal government, and if so,
what are the costs and implications of such an approach? This book explores these questions through
engaging historical case studies and traces the impact of state sovereign immunity on both plaintiffs and
states. Demonstrating that the doctrine’s primary effect is felt most keenly by the weakest and most
politically unpopular individuals, Christopher Shortell’s findings challenge arguments from both proponents
and opponents of state sovereign immunity.

“…provides an important resource for anyone interested in the history of state sovereign immunity doctrine
… Those who teach constitutional federalism will find this book invaluable.” — Law and Politics Book
Review

“Shortell’s cogent book examines the history of state sovereign immunity in the US. It offers an exhaustive
examination of all major Supreme Court cases decided based on this legal concept, while tracing the rise and
fall of the doctrine from the writing of the Constitution through its revival under Supreme Court Chief
Justices Rehnquist and Roberts.” — CHOICE

“The author’s treatment of the history of the state use of sovereign immunity is quite thorough. He does an
excellent job of discussing the periods right after the adoption of the Constitution, Reconstruction, and post-
1996. Through the historical discussion, he advances his empirical argument; his thesis is persuasive and
well supported.” — Matthew H. Bosworth, author of Courts as Catalysts: State Supreme Courts and Public
School Finance Equity

“This is a meticulously researched book that makes use of an impressive range of primary sources in the
course of assessing the impact of judicial rulings over a span of two centuries.” — John J. Dinan, author of
The American State Constitutional Tradition

Christopher Shortell is Assistant Professor of Political Science at California State University at Northridge.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Duque:

The ability that you get from Rights, Remedies, and the Impact of State Sovereign Immunity (SUNY series
in American Constitutionalism) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words
the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Rights,
Remedies, and the Impact of State Sovereign Immunity (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood through anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Rights, Remedies, and
the Impact of State Sovereign Immunity (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) instantly.

Jennifer Shipley:

The book Rights, Remedies, and the Impact of State Sovereign Immunity (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Rights,
Remedies, and the Impact of State Sovereign Immunity (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier
to read the book.

Ann Fortune:

The reason why? Because this Rights, Remedies, and the Impact of State Sovereign Immunity (SUNY series
in American Constitutionalism) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap
this but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
else write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had
been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Joseph Alderete:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying on
the bed? Do you need something new? This Rights, Remedies, and the Impact of State Sovereign Immunity
(SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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