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How does law come to be stated as substantive rules, and then how does it change? In this collection of
discussions from the James S. Carpentier Lectures in legal history and criticism, one of Britain's most
acclaimed legal historians S. F. C. Milsom focuses on the development of English common law -- the
intellectually coherent system of substantive rules that courts bring to bear on the particular facts of
individual cases -- from which American law was to grow. Milsom discusses the differences between the
development of land law and that of other kinds of law and, in the latter case, how procedural changes
allowed substantive rules first to be stated and then to be circumvented. He examines the invisibility of early
legal change and how adjustment to conditions was hidden behind such things as the changing meaning of
words.

Milsom points out that legal history may be more prone than other kinds of history to serious anachronism.
Nobody ever states his assumptions, and a legal writer, addressing his contemporaries, never provided a
glossary to warn future historians against attributing their own meanings to his words and therefore their own
assumptions to his world. Formal continuity has enabled nineteenth-century assumptions to be carried back,
in some respects as far back as the twelfth century. This book brings together Milsom's efforts to understand
the uncomfortable changes that lie beneath that comforting formal surface. Those changes were too large to
have been intended by anyone at the time and too slow to be perceived by historians working within the short
periods now imposed by historical convention. The law was made not by great men making great decisions
but by man-sized men unconcerned with the future and thinking only about their own immediate everyday
difficulties. King Henry II, for example, did not intend the changes attributed to him in either land law or
criminal law; the draftsman of De Donis did not mean to create the entail; nobody ever dreamed up a fiction
with intent to change the law.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cotner:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that A Natural History of the
Common Law book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Deanna Ratliff:

The reserve untitled A Natural History of the Common Law is the e-book that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and
so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of A Natural
History of the Common Law from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Virginia Boone:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This e-book A Natural History of the Common Law was filled in relation to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Terry Buehler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra A Natural History
of the Common Law.
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