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The textured language, vivid imagery and musical rhythms of Jane Clarke’s debut collection convey a
distinctive voice and vision. With lyrical grace these poems contemplate shadow and sorrow as well as
creativity and connection. The threat of loss is never far away but neither is delight in the natural world and
what it offers. Rooted in rural life, this poet of poignant observation achieves restraint and containment while
communicating intense emotions. The rivers that flow through the collection evoke the inevitability of
change and our need to find again and again how to go on. ‘These are subtle, tender poems of love, loss and
growing up on a farm in rural Ireland. Jane Clarke writes with a fine eye for remembered detail in language
marked by good farm words like “slane and sickle”, “clout and stud nails”. The river Suck, and the river of
life, run through the book and the farmland where the poet was brought up. Every poem leaves something in
the mind: the beauty and cruelty of farming, the life of land and animals, of parents remembered in their
strength, and in their ageing. A quiet, powerful collection’ – Gillian Clarke. ‘These poems burn with the
ferocity of their intent in supple and profound music. Many of them are rooted in family life and the seasonal
farm work Jane Clarke depicts with such respect and compassion. Others treat of adult relationships in the
face of a beautiful, if brutal world. The river music is sometimes the real river music of the Suck and other
rivers with their riparian birds and hunger for the sea. Her philosophical bent finds the river in us, in the
emotional fluxes, whether in the rapids or the calm shallows. This is not pastoral poetry though there’s plenty
of pasture in it, and hens and hay and alders and willows and heifers. ‘There’s a visionary at work here, a
shaper and shifter, moving us in language that is plain, exact, and true. She invokes Heraclitus’ famous river
that can’t be stepped in twice; she could as justly invoke Hopkins’ Heraclitean fire. And the comfort of the
Resurrection – for nature to Clarke is a site of renewal and integration. There is both heartbreak and heart’s
ease in this auspicious debut from an accomplished craftswoman’ – Paula Meehan. ‘Clear, direct, lovely:
Jane Clarke’s voice slips into the Irish tradition with such ease, it is as though she had always been at the
heart of it’ – Anne Enright.
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From reader reviews:

Gary McKinney:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The River book because book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
you probably know this.

Suzanne Cicero:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
River your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for
but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The The River giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Laura Clark:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The River is simple to bring you can
read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bernice Capps:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The River can make you sense more interested to read.
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