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In an era defined by the threat of nuclear annihilation, Western nations attempted to prepare civilian
populations for atomic attack through staged drills, evacuations, and field exercises. In Stages of Emergency
the distinguished performance historian Tracy C. Davis investigates the fundamentally theatrical nature of
these Cold War civil defense exercises. Asking what it meant for civilians to be rehearsing nuclear war, she
provides a comparative study of the civil defense maneuvers conducted by three NATO allies—the United
States, Canada, and the United Kingdom—during the 1950s and 1960s. Delving deep into the three
countries’ archives, she analyzes public exercises involving private citizens—Boy Scouts serving as mock
casualties, housewives arranging home protection, clergy training to be shelter managers—as well as covert
exercises undertaken by civil servants.

Stages of Emergency covers public education campaigns and school programs—such as the ubiquitous “duck
and cover” drills—meant to heighten awareness of the dangers of a possible attack, the occupancy tests in
which people stayed sequestered for up to two weeks to simulate post-attack living conditions as well as the
effects of confinement on interpersonal dynamics, and the British first-aid training in which participants
acted out psychological and physical trauma requiring immediate treatment. Davis also brings to light
unpublicized government exercises aimed at anticipating the global effects of nuclear war. Her comparative
analysis shows how the differing priorities, contingencies, and social policies of the three countries
influenced their rehearsals of nuclear catastrophe. When the Cold War ended, so did these exercises, but, as
Davis points out in her perceptive afterword, they have been revived—with strikingly similar
recommendations—in response to twenty-first-century fears of terrorists, dirty bombs, and rogue states.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Moore:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question due
to the fact just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Stages of Emergency: Cold War
Nuclear Civil Defense to read.

Linda Banks:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Stages of Emergency: Cold War Nuclear Civil Defense can be excellent
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Brain West:

Stages of Emergency: Cold War Nuclear Civil Defense can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Stages of Emergency: Cold
War Nuclear Civil Defense nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Victor Elias:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Stages of Emergency: Cold War Nuclear Civil
Defense to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion
about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it.
Beside that the e-book Stages of Emergency: Cold War Nuclear Civil Defense can to be your new friend
when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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