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In Sri Lanka, staggering numbers of young men were killed fighting in the armed forces against Tamil
separatists. The war became one of attrition—year after year waves of young foot soldiers were sent to
almost certain death in a war so bloody that the very names of the most famous battle scenes still fill people
with horror. Alex Argenti-Pillen describes the social fabric of a rural community that has become a breeding
ground and reservoir of soldiers for the Sri Lankan nation-state, arguing that this reservoir has been created
on the basis of a culture of poverty and terror.

Focusing on the involvement of the pseudonymous village of Udahenagama in the atrocities of the civil war
of the late 1980s and the interethnic war against the Tamil guerrillas, Masking Terror describes the response
of women in the rural slums of southern Sri Lanka to the further spread of violence. To reconstruct the
violent backgrounds of these soldiers, she presents the stories of their mothers, sisters, wives, and
grandmothers, providing a perspective on the conflict between Sinhalese and Tamil populations not found
elsewhere.

In addition to interpreting the impact of high levels of violence on a small community, Argenti-Pillen
questions the effects of trauma counseling services brought by the international humanitarian community
into war-torn non-Western cultural contexts. Her study shows how Euro-American methods for dealing with
traumatized survivors poses a threat to the culture-specific methods local women use to contain violence.

Masking Terror provides a sobering introduction to the difficulties and methodological problems field
researchers, social scientists, human rights activists, and mental health workers face in working with victims
and perpetrators of ethnic and political violence and large-scale civil war. The narratives of the women from
Udahenagama provide necessary insight into how survivors of wartime atrocities reconstruct their
communicative worlds and disrupt the cycle of violence in ways that may be foreign to Euro-American
professionals.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Stovall:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Masking Terror: How Women Contain Violence in Southern Sri Lanka (The
Ethnography of Political Violence).

Elizabeth Jamerson:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Masking Terror: How Women Contain Violence in
Southern Sri Lanka (The Ethnography of Political Violence). You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Masking Terror: How Women Contain
Violence in Southern Sri Lanka (The Ethnography of Political Violence). You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
study.

Linda Henderson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Masking Terror: How Women
Contain Violence in Southern Sri Lanka (The Ethnography of Political Violence) is kind of guide which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Dale Eich:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Masking Terror: How Women Contain Violence in
Southern Sri Lanka (The Ethnography of Political Violence), you can enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still



don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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