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Pope Leo I’s theological and political influence in his own time (440-461) and beyond far outweighs the
amount of attention he has received in recent scholarship. That influence extended well beyond Rome to the
Christian East through his contribution to preparations for the Council of Chalcedon and its outcome. For
this he was alternately praised and vilified by the opposing parties at the Council. Leo made his views known
through letters, and a vast number of homilies. While so many of these survive, Leo and his works have not
been the subject of a major English-language socio-historical study in over fifty years.

In this brief introduction to the life and works of this important leader of the early church, we gain a more
accurate picture of the circumstances and pressures which were brought to bear on his pontificate. A brief
introduction surveys the scanty sources which document Leo’s early life, and sets his pontificate in its
historical context, as the Western Roman Empire went into serious decline, and Rome lost its former status
as the western capital. Annotated translations of various excerpts of Leo’s letters and homilies are organised
around four themes dealing with specific aspects of Leo’s activity as bishop of Rome:

Leo as spiritual adviser on the life of the faithful●

Leo as opponent of heresy●

the bishop of Rome as civic and ecclesiastical administrator●

Leo and the primacy of Rome.●

Taking each of these key elements of Leo’s pontifical activities into account, we gain a more balanced
picture of the context and contribution of his best-known writings on Christology. This volume offers an
affordable introduction to the subject for both teachers and students of ancient and medieval Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua West:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Leo the Great (The Early Church
Fathers) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Julie Ross:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Leo the
Great (The Early Church Fathers), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Jennifer Garrison:

Why? Because this Leo the Great (The Early Church Fathers) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Timothy Williams:

You can find this Leo the Great (The Early Church Fathers) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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