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Explores rabbinic views of Ishmael, the biblical figure seen as the first Arab.

Ishmael on the Border is an in-depth study of the rabbinic treatment of Abraham’s firstborn son, Ishmael.
This book examines Ishmael’s conflicted portrayal over a thousand-year period and traces the shifts and
nuances in his representation within the Jewish tradition before and after the emergence of Islam.

In classical rabbinic texts, Ishmael is depicted in a variety of ways. By examining the biblical account of
Ishmael’s life, Carol Bakhos points to the tension between his membership in and expulsion from Abraham’s
household—on the one hand he is circumcised with Abraham, yet on the other, because of divine favor, his
brother supplants him as primogenitor. The rabbis address his liminal status in a variety of ways. Like Esau,
he is often depicted in antipodal terms. He is Israel’s “Other.” Yet, Bakhos notes, the emergence of Islam
and the changing ethnic, religious, and political landscape of the Near East in the seventh century affected
later, medieval rabbinic depictions of Ishmael, whereby he becomes the symbol of Islam and the eponymous
prototype of Arabs. With this inquiry into the rabbinic portrayal of Ishmael, the book confronts the
interfacing of history and hermeneutics and the ways in which the rabbis inhabited a world of intertwined
political, social, and theological forces.

Carol Bakhos is Professor of Late Antique Judaism at the University of California at Los Angeles and is the
editor of Ancient Judaism in its Hellenistic Context.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Campbell:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic
Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY series in Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Veronica Mei:

Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY series in Judaica: Hermeneutics,
Mysticism, and Religion) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic Portrayals of the First Arab
(SUNY series in Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) however doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

John Sledge:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY series in
Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) this book consist a lot of the information of the condition
of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book.
This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Maria Kim:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
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