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Denis Guénoun's father was an Algerian Jew who inherited French citizenship and revered the principles of
the French Revolution. He taught science in a French lycée in Oran and belonged to the French Communist
Party. He rarely fought on a winning side, but his belief in the common interests of Arabs and Jews, Europe
and a liberated North Africa, call out to us from the ruins.

In World War II, he was drafted to defend Vichy France's colonies in the Middle East. At the same time,
Vichy barred him and his wife from teaching school because they were Jewish. When the British conquered
Syria he was sent home to Oran. In 1943, after the Allies captured Algeria, he joined the Free French Army
and fought in Europe. After the war, both parents went back to teaching, doing their best to reconcile militant
unionism and clandestine party activity with the demands of teaching and family. The Guénouns had little
interest in Israel. They considered themselves at home in Algeria. From 1958 onward, Guénoun supported
Algerian independence, outraging his French neighbors. Expelled from Algeria by the French paramilitary
Organisation Armée Secrète, he spent his last years in Marseille.

This book movingly recreates the efforts of a grown-up son, Denis Guénoun, to understand what happened in
his childhood. Gracefully weaving together youthful memories with research into his father's life and times,
this memoir confounds the distinctions -- ethnic, national, and political -- that might otherwise explain or
justify conflict. Who belongs where? Who is one's natural enemy? Radically hostile to any sort of racism,
Guénoun's father believed Jews and Arabs were bound by an authentic fraternity and could only realize a
free future together. He called himself a Semite, a word that united Jewish and Arab worlds and best
reflected a shared origin.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Parker:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria
book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Mamie Perkins:

The book A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very
ideal to you. The book A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Wilfred Walker:

Typically the book A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this article book.

Shelia Sepulveda:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
e-book that need more time to be study. A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria can be your answer mainly because
it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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