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Few expressions of popular culture have been shaped as profoundly by the relationship between
commercialism and authenticity as country music has. While its apparent realism, sincerity, and frank
depictions of everyday life are country’s most obvious stylistic hallmarks, Diane Pecknold demonstrates that
commercialism has been just as powerful a cultural narrative in its development. Listeners have long been
deeply invested in the “business side” of country. When fans complained in the mid-1950s about elite control
of the mass media, or when they expressed their gratitude that the Country Music Hall of Fame served as a
physical symbol of the industry’s power, they engaged directly with the commercial apparatus surrounding
country music, not with particular songs or stars. In The Selling Sound, Pecknold explores how country
music’s commercialism, widely acknowledged but largely unexamined, has affected the way it is produced,
the way it is received by fans and critics, and the way it is valued within the American cultural hierarchy.

Pecknold draws on sources as diverse as radio advertising journals, fan magazines, Hollywood films, and
interviews with industry insiders. Her sweeping social history encompasses the genre’s early days as an
adjunct of radio advertising in the 1920s, the friction between Billboard and more genre-oriented trade
papers over generating the rankings that shaped radio play lists, the establishment of the Country Music
Association, and the influence of rock ‘n’ roll on the trend toward single-genre radio stations. Tracing the
rise of a large and influential network of country fan clubs, Pecknold highlights the significant promotional
responsibilities assumed by club organizers until the early 1970s, when many of their tasks were taken over
by professional publicists.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Nelson:

The ability that you get from The Selling Sound: The Rise of the Country Music Industry (Refiguring
American Music) is the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Selling Sound: The
Rise of the Country Music Industry (Refiguring American Music) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this particular The Selling Sound: The Rise of the Country Music Industry (Refiguring
American Music) instantly.

Judith Tate:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Selling Sound: The Rise of the Country Music
Industry (Refiguring American Music) can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Martin McDaniel:

The reason? Because this The Selling Sound: The Rise of the Country Music Industry (Refiguring American
Music) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Anna Humphrey:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Selling Sound: The Rise of the Country Music Industry
(Refiguring American Music) can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by



knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have The
Selling Sound: The Rise of the Country Music Industry (Refiguring American Music).
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