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The Greater Middle East poses major challenges for the United States. Yet despite decades of intense
involvement in Middle Eastern affairs, most Americans still know little about the cultures of the region.
Simple Gestures describes one American’s efforts over forty years to better understand the society in the
countries where she lived and worked: Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, the United Arab
Emirates, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.

In her multiple roles, Andrea Rugh came to know people from many walks of life. As a mother, she became
friendly with local families. As the wife of a diplomat, who later became an ambassador to two countries, she
came to know social elites in the Persian Gulf. As a professional anthropologist, she spent time with people
from parts of society who are usually inaccessible to foreigners.

Culture is revealed most clearly in the way people interact with one another—in the way they treat the poor,
the elderly, and women; how they rear and educate their children; and in the way they react to a foreigner
suddenly thrust in their midst. Describing the satisfactions, sudden insights, challenges, and
miscommunications that come from being immersed in a foreign culture, Rugh brings to life on the page the
places and the people she met along the way.
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From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Simple Gestures: A
Cultural Journey into the Middle East? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Terry Grissom:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of
them is this Simple Gestures: A Cultural Journey into the Middle East.

Anna Gann:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a book. The book Simple Gestures: A Cultural Journey into the Middle East it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book provides high quality.

Sara Pacheco:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Simple Gestures: A Cultural Journey into the Middle East
can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Simple Gestures: A Cultural



Journey into the Middle East.
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