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The basic thesis of this book is that the well known and extensively studied Indo-European family of
languages is but a branch of a much larger Eurasiatic family that extends from northern Asia to North
America. Eurasiatic is seen to consist of Indo-European, Uralic-Yukaghir, Altaic (Turkic, Mongolian, and
Tungus-Manchu), Japanese-Korean-Ainu (possibly a distinct subgroup of Eurasiatic), Gilyak, Chuckchi-
Kamchatkan, and Eskimo-Aleut. The author asserts that the evidence for the validity of Eurasiatic as a single
linguistic family, including the vocabulary evidence to be presented in Volume II on semantics, confirms his
hypothesis since the numerous and interlocking resemblances he finds among the various subgroups can only
reasonably be explained by descent from a common ancestor.

The evidence in this volume deals in great detail with the distribution of 72 grammatical elements and the
forms they take in the various Eurasiatic languages. The book also contains a historical introduction and a
discussion of certain phonological phenomena. Of these phenomena, the most important is the vocal-
harmony system found in many of these languages that is the ancestor of the so-called Ablaut variations of
vowels in Indo-European, still seen in English in such contrasts as “come”/”came.” The origin and earliest
form of this system have long been a puzzle to Indo-Europeanists, but in this work they are shown to be the
outcome of this original system.

An appendix deals with the vowel variation of Ainu, which resembles that of other languages in Eurasiatic.
The origin of the Ainu has hitherto been considered a great mystery, and this volume shows a north Asian
origin, not, as some have thought, one in Southeast Asia or the Pacific. The book also includes a
Classification of Eurasiatic Languages and an Index of the Etymologies.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Glass:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Indo-European and Its Closest Relatives: The Eurasiatic
Language Family, Volume 1, Grammar book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease
the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Indo-European and Its Closest
Relatives: The Eurasiatic Language Family, Volume 1, Grammar content conveys the idea easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Indo-European and Its Closest Relatives: The Eurasiatic
Language Family, Volume 1, Grammar is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Frances Carpenter:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Indo-European and Its Closest Relatives: The Eurasiatic Language Family, Volume
1, Grammar this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal
all of you.

Gerald Allen:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Indo-European and Its Closest Relatives: The Eurasiatic Language Family, Volume 1, Grammar. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make
you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one spot to other place.

Mamie Donnelly:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds



of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Indo-European and Its
Closest Relatives: The Eurasiatic Language Family, Volume 1, Grammar.
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