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The main theme of this book concerns the continuing psychic centrality of parents for their children. Several
chapters examine an author and his works, outlining that author's relationships with parents, good-and-bad,
and making descriptive comments about these based both on information gleaned from the author's life and
writings as well as from observations found in autobiographies, biographies and critical works. Since these
studies in part concern stories of child abuse and deprivation, the book predominantly illustrates bad
parenting that seems to have contributed to the child's psychopathology. Yet in most cases there has also
been an evocation by the trauma and deprivation of adaptive and even creative reactions--this positive effect
also of course largely attributable to concomitant good parenting--and yet there are some cases where little of
this seems to have existed and yet the children still turn out to be able to make something of themselves. The
conditions that make for psychic health in a traumatized childhood are mysterious and can't always be
accounted for.The central mental and emotional importance of the parents in earliest development of the
child's body and mind is generally accepted. The continuing lifelong centrality of parental actual and
(predominantly unconscious) psychic presences that can motivate emotions, thoughts, and actions, and
persist for the rest of a person's life, is frequently not recognized, acknowledged, nor denied. As the author
notes, "We spend so much of our lives, especially as middle age and old age approaches, waiting for a
magically endowed good parent who will fulfill the promise of our earliest years, waiting, as Becket puts it,
for Godot to restore us to our narcissistic beginnings, at least intermittently full of the promise of eternal
happy existence."
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From reader reviews:

Betty Epperson:

With other case, little men and women like to read book If You Can't Trust Your Mother, Whom Can You
Trust?: Soul Murder, Psychoanalysis and Creativity. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book If You Can't Trust Your Mother,
Whom Can You Trust?: Soul Murder, Psychoanalysis and Creativity. You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Florence Hall:

The book If You Can't Trust Your Mother, Whom Can You Trust?: Soul Murder, Psychoanalysis and
Creativity can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave a good thing like a book If You Can't Trust Your Mother, Whom Can You Trust?: Soul
Murder, Psychoanalysis and Creativity? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in
which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
If You Can't Trust Your Mother, Whom Can You Trust?: Soul Murder, Psychoanalysis and Creativity has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Phyllis Spencer:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually If You Can't Trust Your Mother, Whom Can You Trust?:
Soul Murder, Psychoanalysis and Creativity why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Patrick Allen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of



books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually If You Can't Trust Your Mother, Whom
Can You Trust?: Soul Murder, Psychoanalysis and Creativity.
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