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The new novel from one of American literature's brightest stars, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning A Good
Scent from a Strange Mountain, Robert Olen Butler’s uproarious new book is anovel set in the underworld.
Its main character, Hatcher McCord, is an evening news presenter who has found himself in Hell and is
struggling to explain his bad fortune. He' s far from the only one to suffer this fate—in fact, he's surrounded
by an outrageous cast of characters, including Bogart, Shakespeare, and almost all the Popes and most of the
U.S. Presidents. The question may be not who isin Hell but who isn't.

McCord is married in the afterlife to Anne Boleyn; but their happinessis, of course, constantly derailed by
her obsession with Henry V111 (and the removal of her head at rather inopportune moments). Butler’s Hell
isn’t as much a boiling lake of fire—although, there is that—asiit is a Sisyphean trial tailored to each
inhabitant, whether it's the average Joes who are struck by traffic, die, and are reconstituted many times a
day to doit al again; or the legendary newspaperman William Randolph Hearst (on whom Citizen Kane was
based), doomed to obscurity as a blogger mocked by his fellows because he can't figure out CAPS-LOCK.

One day, Hatcher McCord meets Virgil, who puts him in touch with Dante’ s Beatrice, who knows the way
out of Hell—and the next morning, during his exclusive on-camera with Satan, McCord realizes that Satan's
omniscience, which he has always credited for the perfection of Hell's torments, may be a mirage. Realizing
his opening, Hatcher schedules an interview with J. Edgar Hoover at Administration Central, and befriends
the demonic secretary, Lulu, who grants him access to check out the vast database of Hell’ s citizens—and
more significantly gives Hatcher al the names he can think of that he might need to find the back door to
escape from Hell.

In the meantime, rumors spread that the Harrowing is imminent—according to the Catholic Bible, Jesus
descend to hell and free its captors. Hatcher eats dinner with Judas and discusses the Harrowing; Judas
believesthat it will happen soon. But Hatcher is on the move, and in the scenes following pays visits to each
of his ex-wiveswho are now living in Hell. Hatcher is reflecting on hislife, and trying to figure out why he
isin Hell. Recovering from this meeting with his first ex-wife, Mary Ellen McCord, Hatcher is attacked by
the demonic secretary Lulu, who brings Hatcher home to meet her mother, than proceeds to rape him.
Recovering from this traumatic episode, Hatcher returns to the city and arrives at Broadcast Central. He has
gotten it into his mind, given his recent experiences, to reunite Anne Boleyn and Henry V111, as he' s figured
out where Henry islocated, but before that he visits his dead and damned second wife, Deborah Louise
Becker. Then it's on again with Anne to meet Henry at the Raffles hotel, where Jerry Seinfeld is performing
and rambling on, earning the audiences' ire. Henry isin a shameful state, his body corroded, and Hatcher
gives his queen some minutes with her former lover before moving on. In the final pages, Hatcher finaly
discovers away to enter Heaven, but he misses Hell, and yearnsto return.
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From reader reviews:
Daniel Bravo:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Hell: A Novel your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then
become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previousto. The Hell: A
Novel giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
details for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Jennifer Newhouse:

Hell: A Novel can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,

bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his’her effort to place every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Hell: A Novel however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Tiffaney Serna:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
abook you can get alot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Hell: A Novel provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Marcella Baird:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. Aswe know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could aso bring us to around the
world. With the book Hell: A Novel we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get
creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life with that book Hell: A Novel. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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