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The American government has been both miracle worker and villain in the developing world. From the end
of World War II until the 1980s poor countries, including many in Africa and the Middle East, enjoyed a
modicum of economic growth. New industries mushroomed and skilled jobs multiplied, thanks in part to
flexible American policies that showed an awareness of the diversity of Third World countries and an
appreciation for their long-standing knowledge about how their own economies worked. Then during the
Reagan era, American policy changed. The definition of laissez-faire shifted from "Do it your way," to an
imperial "Do it our way." Growth in the developing world slowed, income inequalities skyrocketed, and
financial crises raged. Only East Asian economies resisted the strict prescriptions of Washington and
continued to boom. Why? In Escape from Empire, Alice Amsden argues provocatively that the more
freedom a developing country has to determine its own policies, the faster its economy will grow. America's
recent inflexibility -- as it has single-mindedly imposed the same rules, laws, and institutions on all
developing economies under its influence -- has been the backdrop to the rise of two new giants, China and
India, who have built economic power in their own way. Amsden describes the two eras in America's
relationship with the developing world as "Heaven" and "Hell" -- a beneficent and politically savvy empire
followed by a dictatorial, ideology-driven one. What will the next American empire learn from the failure of
the last? Amsden argues convincingly that the world -- and the United States -- will be infinitely better off if
new centers of power are met with sensible policies rather than hard-knuckled ideologies. But, she asks, can
it be done?
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

This book untitled Escape from Empire: The Developing World's Journey through Heaven and Hell (MIT
Press) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily
to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this book from your list.

David Long:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Escape from Empire: The Developing World's Journey through Heaven and Hell
(MIT Press) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why
this book acceptable all of you.

Jeff Farley:

Beside this Escape from Empire: The Developing World's Journey through Heaven and Hell (MIT Press) in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Escape from Empire: The Developing World's
Journey through Heaven and Hell (MIT Press) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also
read it from right now!

Robert Quinonez:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to
as of book Escape from Empire: The Developing World's Journey through Heaven and Hell (MIT Press).
You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one



place to other place.
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