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The doctrine of papal infallibility is a central tenet of Roman Catholicism, and yet it is frequently
misunderstood by Catholics and non-Catholics alike. Much of the present-day theological discussion points
to the definition of papal infallibility made at Vatican I in 1870, but the origins of the debate are much older
than that. In Certain Sainthood, Donald S. Prudlo traces this history back to the Middle Ages, to a time when
Rome was struggling to extend the limits of papal authority over Western Christendom. Indeed, as he shows,
the very notion of papal infallibility grew out of debates over the pope's authority to canonize saints.

Prudlo's story begins in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries when Rome was increasingly focused on the fight
against heresy. Toward this end the papacy enlisted the support of the young mendicant orders, specifically
the Dominicans and Franciscans. As Prudlo shows, a key theme in the papacy's battle with heresy was
control of canonization: heretical groups not only objected to the canonizing of specific saints, they
challenged the concept of sainthood in general. In so doing they attacked the roots of papal authority.
Eventually, with mendicant support, the very act of challenging a papally created saint was deemed heresy.

Certain Sainthood draws on the insights of a new generation of scholarship that integrates both lived religion
and intellectual history into the study of theology and canon law. The result is a work that will fascinate
scholars and students of church history as well as a wider public interested in the evolution of one of the
world’s most important religious institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Certain Sainthood:
Canonization and the Origins of Papal Infallibility in the Medieval Church suitable to you? The actual book
was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Certain Sainthood: Canonization and
the Origins of Papal Infallibility in the Medieval Churchis the main one of several books that will everyone
read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Olga Harrington:

The book untitled Certain Sainthood: Canonization and the Origins of Papal Infallibility in the Medieval
Church contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well
as order it. Have a nice study.

Barbara Gunter:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of book
Certain Sainthood: Canonization and the Origins of Papal Infallibility in the Medieval Church. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.

Sandra Forester:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Certain Sainthood: Canonization and the
Origins of Papal Infallibility in the Medieval Church to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Certain Sainthood:
Canonization and the Origins of Papal Infallibility in the Medieval Church can to be your friend when you're



really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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